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For tho Fro* Christian Commonwealth. 

Dr. Robert J. Drecknridge’s Resolution 

in Synod, excluding the Louisville 

Presbytery. 

We will not stop hero to say anything 
of the tyrannical and revolutionary na- 
ture of which it is so full. But we wish 
to call the attention of your readers to 
the reasons why this Presbytery should 
be regarded and treated as “unqualified, 
unfit, and incompetent, to sit and act as 
members of this, or any other court of 
the Presbyterian Church.” To be wor- 
thy of so summary a method of discip- 
line, and of so severe a penalty, must 
be, in the nature of things, in conse- 
quence of some great crime. 

But the true, and only crime of this 
Presbytery is, that from the beginning, 
and*on all proper occasions, it has op- 
posed, with steady and unffinchmg ‘fidel- 
ity, the political resolutions and war 
policy of the General Assembly. The 
first pen' that was drawn against this 
“unwise, unconstitutional, unscriptur- 
al,” and ruinous policy, was by a mem- 
ber of this body, and the first acts calling 
the attention of the church and country 
to> these dangerous and revolutionary 
measures, were the acts of this same 
Presbytery And we may well now 
“ thank God and take courage,” and say 
“ Behold how great a matter a little fire 
kindleth.” Theological Seminaries aro 
now helping us to fight this battle. — 
Whole Synods are for reversing the “un- 
wise, unconstitutional and unscripturat” 
'decrees of the last Assembly. What 
a change in a few months, and what a 
rebuke to fierce, vindictive, and fanati- 
cal ambition? And we expect to see, 
when our church at large comes to her 
right mind, that the fout political enact- 
ments of 1861, 62, 63 and 64, will be 
disowned as infractions of our constitu 
tion, and as subversive of the nature and 
destiny of the church. The change 
from truth to error has been fie»ce, rap- 
id, and tyrannical, but we look for a 
change, which will be, rapid, salutary, 
and permanent. 

. As to our going out of the church to 
do our appointed work, it is simply ab- 
silrd, and is used merely as a ruse and 
to our prejudice. 

That the work of restoring the church 
to her real and proper foundation, of 
peace and good will to men, has been 
done, or is to be done, in the interest of 
or for the cause of any political party 
in the world, we deny before God and 
man. If this work of ours is for any 
political interest or party, then so were 
Christ and his Apostles, and so is the 
Constitution of the Presbyterian Church, 
which declares that ohurcli courts shall 
attend to nothing but that which is eccle- 
siastical. To what a condition of politi- 
cal virulence and moral defection must 
a man’s mind be reduced, who could vis- 
it brethren with such revengeful discip 
line, whose whole fault is, that they 
r to keep the church in beautiful and 
salutary consistency with the institu- 
tions of the New Testament — to keep 
her pure from worldly mixtures, and as 
a place where all parties can meet and 
feel the power of the same gospel — its 
power to dissolve and expel acrimoni- 
ous passions, and to soften the asperi- 
ties of war. Our great effort has been, 
and we hope will not fail to be, to recall 
the church from her ruinous wander- 
ings after strange flesh — to hold her to 
her nature and object, and therefore 
to make her, and keep her as a great 
t peace power in the world. We wish to 
hold her to her single, but all glorious 
commission, “go ye into all the world 
and preach the gospel to every creature.” 
And as this is her only commission, so 
it is her only method of securing her 
great Master’s favor, protection and 
peace, for herself and her country. 

The power to take hold of a nation, 
to secure its confidence, by well doing 
and right doing, and to have its ‘doors 
open everywhere to all, is one of the 
great privileges and high honors of any 
Christian denomination. But how great 
must be the crime, and how reckless the 
spirit, that can sell all this for a mess 
of pottage, or for thirty pieces of silver? 
To break this power by driving multi- 
tudes from her doors by fiery political 
philippics, expelling hpr own members 
from her own bosom, and in many ways 
shattering her own strength, sullying 
her own honor, and sundering the very 
stays and braces of national stability. 
That the churches at large in this coun- 
try, beginning as far back as thirty-five 
or forty years ago, have done incalcula- 
ble injury to this country, will not be 
denied by any intelligent man. This 
work of disruption and desolation was 
no work of our church in beginning or 
progress, nor did she touch these fiery 
elements till the war began But since 
then, she has wrought with the steadi- 
ness and industry of nature, and with 
the power of a giant. 

Had our church held fast to her moor- 
ings, and stood to her own single work 
of preaching the gospel and ministering 
good to all parties, as God gave her op- 
portunity during the war, what a power 
would she have justly and most honora- 
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bly held in this nation, and what a liv- 
ing demonstration would she have been 
of the truth and"*supreme excellence of 
the Christian religion? How illustri- 
ously would she have shined forth the 
quiet undisturbing nature of that king- 
dom which is not of this world? But 
alas 1 the weakness and blindness of 
poor human nature. Imagining that she 
would gain some of the glory of victory, 
and add something to the strength of 
the nation, she made at once the fatal 
plunge, and the result is before the 
world. In herself, she has weakness 
for strength, for harmony of counsel, 
she has discord and alienation, for uni- 
ty and outward respect, she has shatter- 
ed churches and multitudes of members 
gone from her communion forever, while 
thousands that remain arc profound^fc 

grieved and ashamed of the part she h7 SM . ffled so ca ? er 10 8 ,ve to C » sar that 



• f , 1 , that were so lar in sympathy with the that it was not of their own seeking, 

sis of the votes in the . yuod of Kcn-| Genera , Agsemb , as to refuse to cen If this be true of them, how much more 

fviilu mov if ho ooirl rtf no Tn mirjr.l t <> 4 



tncky. It is evident that he, like the Rure j 



<£> r j . truly may it be said of us. To myself at 

,. i ii„ : a • ,i . 1 . . , .’ . ’ " e . re ... ou, l d t0 . BUB " least, the position in which I am now com- 

radicals generally, is tcry anxious that tain the action jf Louisville Presbyte- 1 pelletl to stand, is both undesirable and 



Dr. Monfort’s Analysis of the Votes In voice of the church of Kentucky would An Abstract of Dr. S. R. Wilson’s Speech 
The Assembly of 1865-How its action Is ] the Sr "° a ol , Ke " t " C <} * have been a declaration that our church Wore the Synod of Kentucky. 

regarded in California. In the “ Presbyter of iNov. 9th, Dr. Has become apostate by her acts on the . Mr. Moderator. It was said by those 

San Francisco, Oct, 1865. j Monfort gives quite an eloborate analy- j war and slavery. But 22 could be found j who introduced the business now before 

Messrs. Editors: We read with the 
deepest sorrow and humiliation, the pro- 
ceedings of the General Assembly at 
Pittsburgh, as published in the papers, 
and were forced to believe that the great 
apostasy commenced in 1861, had now 
been fully accomplished, and that our 
former and glorious old church had be- 
come completely and fatally submerged 
in that great abyss of satanic fanaticism 
which has deluged our country in blood. 

We saw indeed, that there were a fow 
men who had the moral courage and 
Christian manliness to speak boldly for 
Christ and his crown-lights, in opposi- 
tion to the msssjdf the A'Vomb’y, who 



acted. It is a*t wise, •probably, to speak 
of all the injury 'she has committed 
against herself, not in the past and pres- 
ent alone, but- especially as to the fu- 
ture. And as to the effect produced 
upon the country, while all things wefe 
shaking and rocking with the earth- 
quakes of war, every offered help was 
supposed to be a real one, but when these 
passed away, the churches were found 
standing directly in the path of nation- 
al peace and reconciliation. Loyal to a 
degree of madness, unforgiveness and 
bitter resentment, they originate, ques- 
tions to settle, and principles to enforce, 
which frustrate the designs and para- 
lyze the hand of a wise and patriotic 
administration. 

Now, it ( has been our opposition to all 
these errors, so pregnant with evil, and 
so fatal to all good, that has provoked 
one of the most determined efforts to 
cut us off from the Synod, as “unquali- 
fied, uufit, and incompetent to sit in any 
court of tbe Presbyterian Church.” The 
Synod, however, did not agree with Dr. 
Breckinridge. And although the Dr. 
has always been greatest of all, on a 
bamboozle, yet the Synod, with < singular 
hardness of heart, utterly refuseito be 
bambooaaed, wheedled, seared, ridiculed 
or dragooned. The Dr. was then fairly at 
his wits end. His old artillery, so long 
and so dextrously tried on many famous 
occasions, now u: him, as 

- 

the result was one of The completest of j 
ecclesiastical Waterloos. The Doctor 
had waked up a little too late. While 
he was delighting himself amid the 
scenes of war, and manufacturing his 
political thunder at the expense of his 
theologioal professorship — while 'he, a 
meek and gentle minister of a meek 
and gentle Saviour, was taking out '.a 
patent for a great national “ cement , 
composed of the blood of traitors ,” among 
whom were some sons and other very 
near and honored kindred. Yet it is 
hardly to be wondered at that the Dr. 
held gentle dalliance amid scenes and 
things so captivating to gentle hearts, 
and especially with inventions of such a 
singularly Christian nature, and of such 
highly patriotic designs. But while the 
Dr, was engaged so loug, so industrious- 
ly, and so exclusively, on these great 
affairs, the heresy of the Louisville Pres- 
bytery was spreading far and wide, so 
that when at last he met it on the floor 
of Synod, it had grown into a form of 
fine proportions and most formidable 
strength, whose blows of smashing pow- 
er were of a very settling nature. 

But as to the Dr.’s differences and ours, 
we need not trouble ourselves much. 
An old hunter stands still till the squir- 
rels come to him. So all we have to do 
is to stand to our work and Dr. Breck- 
inridge will be round the circle and in 
the midst of us after a little. He will 
soon want to claim his book, as cover- 
ing all this controversy, and as having 
saved the church from the entangle- 
ments of war, state, and politics. He 
will also want to claim the honors of his 
paper passed by the Synod of 1861, con- 
demning the political acts of the Assem- 
bly of the same year. The Doctor is 
given to chauge, as wc all know. Not 
the change in a man’s pocket, but that 
other ch mge, which is every thing by 
fits and nothing long. And yet he never 
was in contradiction to himself, though 
all the world should see and testify to 
the contrary. Should he and we live a 
few years longer, we shall expect to see 
him proving most conclusively, that his 
resolutions, speeches, acts and all, in the 
late Synod, were each and severally, even 



which belonged solely to the King in 
Zion. The names of these "few noble 
brethren will be had in pasting remem- 
brance; and the time will yet come 
when the righteousness of their utter- 
ances will be seen and felt, if not ac 
knowledged by all. Dr. Wilson, my old 
friend and classmate in former years, 
has the hearty thanks of hundreds on 
this coast, for his noble stand in the 
Assembly, and for his able, manly and 
Christian protests against the infamous 
acts and doings of that body. 

The majority, led on by Wood, Lord, 
Monfort & Co., seemed bent on making 
themselves leaders of the fanatical hosts. 
And really they seem to have accom- 
plished it. They are altogether ahead 
of Phillips and Garrison, and have left 
Beecher far in the lurch. In. their fa- 
natical zeal, they have out Herodcd 
Herod himself. They seem even to have 
taken the lead of Stanton, for whilst lie 
piously wished to see a few, whom he 
named, of our best and most godly min- 
isters, hung, they seem to regret that the 
war has closed without the entire exter- 
mination of Presbyterian ministers and 
church members at the South. So they 
erect a big ecclesiastical scaffold and 
hang or deczpitato the whole at once. 
And if any one should escape and come 
North, or offer to join any Northern 
church, or Presbytery or Synod, he is 
to be seized and subjected to the torture 



the conservative roe: in the Synoi 

should go out from the General Assem- 
bly, for then he would find but little op- 
position from Kentucky iti his schemes 
of re-union with the New School. He 
doubtless thicks he can easily manage 
the Humphrey-Yerke-: party, who are 
not yet fully in sympathy with him, but 
of whom he speaks bopeiully, as having 
made considerable progress in radical- 
ism This is the key to his analysis of 
the votes, yet his analysis is in the main 
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ry The balance >.1 power was in the unexpected. It is a position not of my 
hands of an armed neutrality party ol j own procuring, and which had it been 
about thirty persons, who are ready to left to my own choice to decide, I most 
censure the A.^embly, and also to cen I assuredly should have declined to occu- 
sure it too severely. This class expecJt ! P?; Yet since it is forced upon me, I am 
t„ L,ep ,1. church .d.l, 

holding out the prospect ol a repeal of At the desire of tho * mem bers of the Lou 



t ’ ' j _ by L . '.sjjf 

Kentucky to read it wi ll c,.re. Un says : 
It is a curious fact that The uncom 
promising friends of the action of .the 
Assembly arc largely ministers without 
pastoral charges, and that the men are 
of the same class who had the balance of 
power in the vote censuring tho Decla- 
ration and Testimony, and declaring the 
action of the Assembly not to be a suf- 
ficient cause of separation from the 
church. 

The persons voting for Dr. R. J. 
Breckinridge’s paper refusing seats to 
the Declaration an i Testimony signers, 
were: — R. A. Johnston, J.S. Braddock, 
R. W. Landis, W. H. Honnel, James 
Matthews, J. Coopei. II. H. Allen, J. 
T. Lapsley, R. L. StantO’ , S S. Fry, J 



the obnoxious acts of the Assembly, and 
by bringing all to think that these acts 
do not justify separation. Their aim will 
be to raise the expectation of division 
of sentiment in the North. They rely 
upon such action as has occurred in the 
New Jersey Synod, and as was attempt- 
ed in the Synod of Chicago, and as is 
foreshadowed in. the letter pf Mr. Mc- 
Cormick. How far. these expectations 
will Ije realized, it is impossible to know. 
If they are successful, the result will be 
to brjng the church in the North, which 
is now happily in peace and harmony, 
into such conflict as now prevails in Ken- 
tucky, and to put us into the same dan- 
ger of division. Let it be the aim of all 
our people to guard against these threat- 
ening dangers. 



Breckinridge,. J. K 
k ▲ . Peni< k, ■). II. 

I m, VV. S. A1 

tadd, C. A. Pres- 
Hon-p-22. Of these, 2 
the’ Oanville Theologi 
2 Professors in Centre 
pro tem, teacher in the 




iV. Mitctiell, Ri 
Lyle, G. Mo 
Dinsmore, J. 
len, J. F. C 
ton, A. C. Di 
are Professors 
cal Seminary ; 

Collage; 1 is a 
Danville Theological Seminary, and has 
.j been a chaplain in the Federal army; 
another has been a chaplain also ; an- 
other is agent or the*v liege acd Sem 
inary ; another a Superintendent of pub 
lie schools ; 2 are about to leave Ken- 
tucky ; 3 have no charges; another will 
soon leave his churirt), a'nd but I i - a pas- 
tor, and 2 are stated supplies. Out of 
seventeen ministers, but three have 
charges, and one of these desires to 
leave the Stake. This showing makes.it 
p*ain that, of the miiri-tcrs wh > ; o de- 
cided friends of - the action of the As- 
sembly, or who Secidedly oppo the ac- 
tion of the Louisville- Pjcsbytery, the 
great majority have little influence over 



of the inquisition ; and they appoint Dr. | churches, ^to kerr them in^ahe church, 
Jaubw ay, Of Philadelphia, Grand Inqvii- - ^ r" 

sitor General. Such were our thoughts l L*' ,ec ' d ™ l ’°” and . l '. '■'? nitn ' 

on reading the published proceedings of |no , furnish thc means of knowing who 
the Assembly. But we saw that Dr. ; we re ready to adhere with earnestness 
Brown, who had come to a somewhat j to the Assembly, we will examine cer- 
similar conclusion, was accused by the j tain other votes upon the paper which 

“Presbyterian” of having drawn his M i a ^ f 1,0 nod 

, . „ . ®, . , The following is the first item of the 

conclusions from imperfectly reported paper offere d by Judge Samp-on, and 

speeches, rather than from the actual ! adopted : « 

doings and deliverances of that body. 1st. The acts of the las. 1 General Assembly on 

So we waited for the official minutes Dn° lut ! ? “ w' 4 ° n 

the report* ol the Board o t Domestic Missions, 

themselves. They have at length come in the judgement of this Svuod are unwise, as 
to hand. VVe have examined them care- thefr h p“o^! 

fully, and are fully convinced that we unconstitutional and unscriptural, and we in- 
.... c . . J . ™, dulge the hope and belief, that the General As- 

were right in our first judgment. They j 80 mbly, in calmer times, will review and cor- 
contain the “ gall and bitterness.” and ! rect these deliverances, 
the essence of evil. “ My voice is still 



for blood,” rings through the whole. 
Christ is dethroned, — the church is 
prostrated in the dust for civil power to 
trample upon. The implements ol tor- 
ture are prepared, and put into the 
hands of the inquisitor; and we have 
lately heard that he is diligently using 
them in Missouri. The infamous con- 
stitution of that State, wherein religious 
liberty is destroyed, ’affords an excellent 
opportunity for the first application of 
the principles laid down by the General 
Assembly. May the Lord remember in 
mercy his oppressed, persecuted and 
afflicted people in that State. 

But the power to carry out, and ac- 
complish the evil enacted by the Gen- 
eral Assembly, is limited to the men and 
means furnished to the “ StarChamber” 
at Philadelphia. These must be sup 
plied by the church. And now the ques- 
tion is, will the church raise, money, os- 
tensibly to send the Gospel to the destitute , 
and place it in such hands, to be used for 
such purposes ? The cause of Domestic 
Missions ever has been, and still is, dear 
to my heart. For more than twenty - 
five years I have labored faithfully to 
sustain the Board of Domestic Missions 
of our church ; and through it tc dif- 
fuse the blessings of a pure Christiani- 
ty throughout our land. But when 
I sea it prostituted to such unholy pur- 
poses, I can support it no longer. As 
earnestly and sincerely as I have here- 
tofore urged men to give to this Board, 
so earnestly and sincerely would I now 
urge them not to give. Let not another 



to tho threat to put Dr. Wilson out of dollar g0 int0 her treasury. Lot every 



the house, designed for the defence, hon 
or, and everlasting fame of the Louis 
ville Presbytery. 

This facility of change has many ad- 
vantages. 



man who has a farthing to give withhold 
it from those who would make such a 
use of it, and give it through other 
channels. Why should we be partakers 



Proof, Charles Sumner and j w ; tb them in the evil they would inflict 
others. Sumner stood still and Breck- j on the cllurcheSj and the dishono ., they 

inndgc soon reached him in the pro- ! would cast on t he cause of our blessed 

Master ? Let us maintain the sacred 
constitution of our church, and with- 
hold all aid and comfort from those who 
would trample upon its provisipns. 
Yours truly, ' Pacific. 



gress of his orbitual track. 

Observer. 

Beware of triffling with God’s word. 
His curse is upon all who take from, or 
add to it. 

“There is therefore now no condemna- 
tion to them who are in Christ Jesus.” 



If riches increase, set not your heart 
upon them, 



The negative votes on this item 
amounted also to 22. Among them we 
rejoice to see the names of Dis. Humph- 
rey and Yerkes. We are free to say, that 
their vote in Giis case has placed the 
Western Pres^^fcRr! on more hopeful 
ground than i^^^^iorctofore occupied. 
These men, however, like most who 
voted with them, are not of the peo- 
ple. They are Theological Professors. 
Nineteen of these twenty-two are min- 
isters, and almost all ministers without, or 
soon to be without, charges, and by con- 
sequence, not situated to influence the 
churches in favor of the right. 

Perhaps the vote on the third item is 
the best test of the (strength of parties 
in the Synod, and furnishes the best key 
to their strength and influence in the 
churches. It is as follows : 



For tbe Free Christian Commonwealth. 

The True Ground.— Let It be Insisted 
upon. 

Messrs Editors : The last issuo of 
the Commonwealth has afforded me un- 
speakable pleasure in its perusal. You 
have “hit the nail on the head,” and I 
hope you will “drive it hjme.” The 
“ Memorial,” signed by Rev. Stuart Rob- 
inson, is the true ground for the Pres- 
byterian Church to take, and I trust 
that all conservative men will rally to 
its support. The radicals in the church, 
iike the radicals in thc State, 1 Tire begin- 
ning to feel that their power and pres- 
tige are waning; and from my knowl- 
edge of the sentiment of a large num- 
ber of Presbyterians in the North, ft is 
in entire accord with the sentiments ex- 
pressed in the Memorial of Rev. Stuart 
Robinson to the Synod of Kentucky. 

What a contrast is there between that' 
Memorial and the “Stanton Memorial,” 
with its long list of signers, presented 
to the General Assembly at Pittsburgh. 
The one breathes tbe spirit of Christ, 
jivhilc the other breathed the spirit of 
hatred, malice and all uncharitablene.-s. 
Tar .reception <>f that. Memorial by jjbe 
General Assembly, will remain a blot 
upon its character which time can never 
efface. Now is the time for conservative 
men to take a bold stand for true Pres- 
byterianism. For if this opportunity 
be not improved, then the Presbyterian 
Church is in danger of being so defiled 
by the idolatry of fanatics, that God 
will utterly forsake it, and it will cease 
to be a blessing to us or to our children 
after us. 

One of the great difficulties which the 
friends of a pure gospel have to contend 
against, is the profound ignorance and 
apathy which prevails over thc whole 
North, as a mass. There are many no- 
ble exceptions for which we are bound to 
give thanks to God. The chiel cause 
perhaps, of this ignorance and apathy, is 
the fact that the Presbyterian journals 
have so perverted the truth, that the 
people have, in many cases, become ut- 
terly careless about the purity of the 
church. These journals not only per- 
vert the iruth, but they take special 
pains to hide from tho people the actual 
condition of the church. For instance, 
it is a fact well known to many, that a 
large number of men, and women too, 
have been suspended from church pri- 
vileges, because their political views did 
not accord with those of their pastor 
and session; and yet you will look in 
vain for any record or rebuke for such 
an outrage and perversion of church dis- 
cipline, in the Presbyterian, the Stand 
ard, the Banner, the Presbyter , or the 
Western Presbyterian. These journals, 
so far as I have seen or heard, have no 
wo>d of remonstrance against such con- 
duct. A young minister in one of our 
Northern States, said to me not long 



isville Presbytery, who have been so un- 
ceremoniously dragged before this Synod, 
I am to say something in vindication of 
their action in the matter for which they 
are now arraigned, I can only wish their 
cause had been confided to abler hands, 
but it has not seemed to me that I^could 
altogether refuse to speak in their Behalf, 
as God may give me ability. 

Tbe Presbytery of Louisville has been 
brought before this Synod, not by their 
own purpose or consent, but upon the 
motion of others. It was not proposed 
by them to trouble the Synod with those 
matters, into which we have been so sud- 
denly precipitated, by the motion now 
pending. At least it was nbt intended to 
press these matters upon the attention of 
this venerable body, in a manner so has- 
ty and unpropitious as that in which tjiey 
have now been forced upon us. And 
therefore, here in Jthe very outset, we 
cannot but enter our most earnest protest 
against the unusual manneuin which we 
have been placed, as it were, on trial at the 
barof this Synod. I beg you tojisten atten- 
tively to the readingS'oi the paper offered 
by the gentleman on the other side of the 
house, (Dr. R. J. Breckinridge,) and con- 
sider how sumfnary is that process upon 
which we have been required to stand 
here and make answer for our very ex- 
istence as a Presbytery. [The Resolution 
was bore read ] 

Moderator, you have heard in that re- 
solution, the heaviest charges that could 
be brought against a gospel minister, laid 
at the door of the Louisville Presbytery. 
Yes, I say against the Louisville Presby- 
tery, not one of the least of the Presbyte- 
ries which compose this Synod. True, 
indeed, the author of that resolution does 
not use that form of expression, he says 
the “majority of the Presbytery,” and 
has appeared very tenacious of his cho- 
sen form. Well, sir, that only aggravates 
the course of procedure adopted toward 
us, for it thus becomes a specific charge 
against individuals. It is not a proposal 
to bear testimony against erroneous doc- 
trines or practices as prevailing in the 
Louisville Presbytery, but according to 
he showing of the gentleman, (Dr. B ) it 
is the arraignment of particular persons 
by n am“e,end a proposal that without trial, 
their guilrljging assumed, sentence shall 



3d. The Synod having caused a certain pa- 
per, styled the “Declaration and Testimony” 
lately adopted by the Presbytery of Louisville, 
to be read in its hearing, and having carefully 
considered the same, hereby expresses its dis- 
approbation of the terms of this paper, and its 
spirit end intent, indicated on its face, a3 look- 
ing to tho further agitation. of the Church if not 
its division, at n time, great mutual for- 

bearance is called for, among Brethren, to 
the end that we may have quietness and repose, 

Wherefore the Synod enjoins on the Presbytery 
of Louisville, in particular, and upon all the 
Presbyteries and Churches, ministers and peo- 
ple, subject to it, in tho Lor 1, to forbear what- 
ever tends to disturbance and alienation, be- 
seeching them by the name of our Lord Jo3us , , TT , T . T , , . . T 

Christ, “that they all speak the same thing and I ’ When 1 read the i resoy terian, 1 

“that there be no divisions among them ; but | f aney t j, e church is in a healthy and 
they be perfectly joined together in the same - : T 

mind and in the same judgment.” I flourishing condition, though, when I 

This was carried by yeas 54, nays 46 reflect a moment, I know from my own 
Of the yeas, 36 are ministers, and 21 of observation, that the reverse is true, 
them neither pastors nor stated supplies | And when I read tho Frte Christian Com 
expecting to stay in their charges. Of monweaUh (these are the only papers I 
the 4b nays, 22 are ministers, less than ... . . , . , , 

one half. Of the yeas, 8 are pastors. read -) “ °onv,nccs my judgment^ tfa»t 
and of the nays, 10. Of the ruling elders, something is radically wrong in the 
18 voted yea, and 24 nay. church, and I rise from its perusal with 

This analysis of the votes in tho Syn- j a gad heart, and am compelled to weep 

od of Kentucky gives evidence that the , ovcr the deS olations of Zion.” 

vote of adfl^^ce to thc Assembly and \ r . . n i.i 

, • II d i 1 trust the Commonwealth wi 1 cry 

ol censure the Louisville Presby- | . J 

terf was procured", not by the represen- slofd and spare not, until its voice of 
tatives of the people, but by ministers I warning is heard all over this land, and 
not closely connected with the churches. J (hat God’s people may soon arise in His 

There are of yeas a majority ol eight, j 8 t re ngth, and labor for the restoration 
and there are about Danville alone more . . . , . , ... ,, 

than this number engaged as teachers, of our belovcd church ' 0 that we could , „ . . . . 

or in some wav servin'* tb ■ institutions behold her occupying that noble posi- call should come fiom the souice or be 
or in some way serving wie insn unions ; . , . ‘ . , made under the circumstances in which 

of learning m that piace, viz : . h. tion she once occupied, co-extensive with ^ |j ag keen made, but with all respect for 

Breckinridge, R. J. Breckinridge, tbe country, united and zealous for the ! this venerable body, I do marvel that it 



be at once passed* upon them, aijd imme- 
diate execution follow. The, ..cfyingQS 
against “e(ich and every one" oft hese persons 
are the being, in “a state' of open rebellion 
against, the church f in “ open contempt and 
defiance oi *\we sceiptetml uutunrUy ; : : ; - : 

“contempt of her faith, order and acts." The 
sentence proposed to be passed and exe- 
cuted, even upon the very threshhold of 
your proceedings, is that each and every 
one of these persons thus charged “ is 
unqualified, unfit, and incompetent to sit and 
act as a member of this or any other court of 
the Presbyterian Church.” Surely this 
is an extraordinary step, thus to attempt 
to hale to the bar of this house, the great 
body of a Presbytery, for acts done in 
open Presbytery, to put them upon 
trial, not as a Presbytery, but as individ- 
uals, and that without attending to any 
of the forms, or assuming any of the re- 
sponsibilities required by the fundamen- 
tal law of the Presbyterian Church, in 
bringing process against a gospel minis- 
ter. 1 mean the grave responsibilities 
assumed by one who undertakes to be- 
come the prosecutor of a minister. Read, 
sir, from your Book of Discipline, chap, 
v. sec 7, “ The prosecutor ot a minister 
shall be previously warned, that if he 
fail to prove the charges, he must him- 
self be censured as a slanderer of the gos- 
pel ministry, in proportion to the malig- 
nancy or rashness that shall appear in 
the prosecution.” 

An attempt has been made to justify 
this extraordinary procedure, upon the 
ground, as is alleged, that the action of 
those against whom it is taken, is itself 
extraordinary. We admit that extraor- 
dinary diseases require extraordinary re- 
medies, provided ordinary means of cure 
will not meet the exigencies of the case. 
If the Presbytery bave been guilty of an 
unusual and unwarranted procedure in 
the utterance of that document, on ac- 
count of which it is proposed to deal so 
summarily with a portion of its members, 
and cut them off and ca9t them out of 
the church, then the objection which we 
make to the manner of bringing us hore 
to answer to this heavy indictment, will 
necessarily lose much of its weight. But 
we deny that what we have done, is in the 
circumstances either unusual or unwar- 
ranted; but, as we shall presently endea 
vor to show, and have great confidence 
we shall be able to show to your entire 
satisfaction, it is the ordinary, time-hon- 
ored method by which the church from 
age to age has been purified from corrup- 
tion, and has maintained her character 
as God’s faithful witness for the truth. 
****** 

Mr. Moderator: It strikes us as not a 
little singular, that we wicked brethren of 
the Louisville Presbytery, who, we are 
told, have set ourselves to fight out the re- 
bellion over again, should thus be singled 
out from all the other Presbyteries of 
this Synod, (though we may take it as 
rather an honorable distinction,) to be 
dealt with after such a fashion. Why 
call upon these brethren of the Ebenezer 
Presbytery and the West Lexington Pres- 
bytery to sit in judgment upon the Lou™ 
isville Presbytery, when the records of 
those respective Presbyteries in evidence 
here show beyond a question, that they 
are substantially “as deep in the mud as 
we are in the mire?’’ That torrent of 
reproach and wrath which has been pour- 
ed upon us, ought in justice and equity, 
to have been divided out and sprinkled 
upon all these brethren who have con- 
demned the General Assembly's acts, 
and refused to obey or execute its orders. 
It is not at all a marvel tome that this 



Humphrey, Yerkes Stanton Cheek, honorof her Divine Head, leaving states- 
Cooper, Matthews, JohDstonand Landis. . .... 11? 1 

If thisquestion had been decided by pas- men and politicians to look after the 

tors and stated supplies and by ruling affairs of Caesar. W. N. 

elders, the representatives of the people, j 
the Declaration and Testimony would 



was entertained for a single moment and 
not at once returned to the person who 
introduced it. I marvel that these breth- 
ren did not see that the guillotine which 
1 was to come down upon our heads, would 
' ~ : I go up again and come down on theirs, 

Let him that thinketh he standeth, un igss they should get out of the way 
have passed without censure, and the j take heed lest he fall. | very quickly. Or can it be that by tbe 



sacrifice which it is demanded shall be 
made of us, it is supposed that expiation 
will be effected for their offences, and 
1 bus they will escape the punishment 
they have incurred? And is this the 
source of that pain and agony of heart 
under which the gentleman has told us 
he was con strained to bring forward this 
motion? Is this that even-handed jus- 
tice — that scrupulous regard to what is 
fair and equitable, which again and again 
it has been solemnly affirmed has actua- 
ted this whole proceeding ? Even-handed 
justice ! to ask sentence of condemnation 
against a part of this body and leave un- 
questioned and untouched those others 
who bave done the same things; aye, sir, 
to propose that they shall become jurors, 
judges, and executioners of their breth- 
ren, when they themselves are partakers 
of the same guilt ! This indeed is the sort 
»f justice that Iros much- prevailed of late 
yeaijv perhaps the justice with-qjiujh the 
sg^htleman, (Dr. B.) is most fammar, but; 
sir v .he worst that 1 could ever wish might 
hsfppen to him. would be that he should v 
bp some the victim of bis own principles. 

* * * * * 

The plea of extraordinary necessity 
has been set up here in defence of that 
short and summary course proposed to 
be adopted against the signers of the 
“ Declaration and Testimony.” To this 
plea a sufficient response might be made, 
by putting one necessity against another 
— the necessity of doing something 
promptly and decidedly to rescue the 
Church from threatened ruin. If the 
measures to which we resorted were ex- 
traordinary, we might reply, the condi- 
tion of the church was such as in our 
judgment demanded justeuch measures. 
But now, Mr. Moderator, instead of the 
course taken by us for maintaining 
the truth of God agahist corruptions in ' 
the visible church, being in any proper 
sense extraordinary, it is the ordinary, 
and indeed almost the only way in which 
the people of God have maintained a 
clear testimony for His truth against er- 
ror through successive generations. Tl*e 
testimony of the faithful Witnesses of 
God against error and corruption along 
tho lapse of centuries, is that which sheds 
a line of glorious light over those centu- 
ries otherwise darkened by the overshad- 
owing and gigantic powers of #his world, 
and of the corrupted visible cjiurch in- 
spirited by the powers of darkness. 1 
need not dwell on so plain and simple a 
historical fact with which every theologi- 
cal student but just entered upon his. 
course, and every well instructed child 
in a Presbyterian ^ family are familiar. 
The “ witnesses for the truth” through 
the dark ages, were men of Declarations 
and Testimonies — men of Acts and Tes- 
timonies, like many brethren here — like 
the gentleman who says that we are guil- 
ty of rebellion and contumacy for utter- 
ing this our testimony. 

You probably thought it strange that 1 
should put inhere such an antiquated 
document as this, which bears the title, 

Memorial upon the present State of the Pres- 
byterian Church, to be presented to the General 
Assembly to meet in Philadelphia in May, 1834. 
But sir* tBis Memorial is filled with dec- 
larations of e rror in doctrine, practice 
and discipline? You "perhaps thought it 
strange when 1 read the “ Act and Testi- 
mony” of the minority of the General As- 
sembly and others, issued at Philadel- 
phia, May 27, 1834, addressed to the min- 
isters, elders and private members of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States.” Now, compare this with the title 
of the “Declaration and Testimony,” and 
there is just as much difference between 
these two titles, and just as much differ- 
ence between the contents of these two 
documents, as might be expected be- 
tween two documents which shake hands 
across a period of thirty years, and as 
might be expected from the difference of 
the times, the errors and the emergencies 
which called them forth. And who were 
the Memorialists of 1833-4, and the “Act 
and Testimony” men of 1834-5? I find 
here the names of R. J. Breckinridge ! W, 
L. Breckinridge l J. L. Wilson I Samuel 
Casseday ! (who has signed his name to 
this “ Declaration and Testimony,” and is 
to be cut off for it!) and others of like 
courage and views of right. Is it not 
strange, sir, that one whose fame has rest- 
ed to so great a degree upon the reputa- 
tion of being the author of the “Act and 
Testimony” of 1834-5, should be the per- 
son of all others, with such hasty zeal to 
call for an act of discipline against those 
who have adopted the “ Declaration and 
Testimony" of 1866. With such an illus- 
trious example before us, we may well 
exclaim “ Lord, what a feeble piece is this 
our mortal frame / ' Human nature is in- 
deed feeble, and we do not say that if we 
should live thirty years, we may not 
outlive our doctrines and learn to perse- 
cute and prosecute men who shall thus 
testify for the faith. Yet, sir, it does 
seem strange that gentlemen should ar- 
raign this Presbytery of Louisville for 
doing the very same thing at Bardstown 
that they did in 1834 in Philadelphia! 
Perhaps the longitude makes the differ- 
ence! Oh! if we had only lived in that 
enlightened “ city of brotherly love” — 
that “loyal” city, and not in poor “ seces- 
sion" Louisville ! I marvel, (moderator, 
that men can be so blinded by the pas- 
sion of the hour to those principles for 
which, I really beliove, under other cirt 
cumstances some of them would die. 

I wish, sir, to say something about the 
origin of this “Declaration and Testimo- 
ny,” because it has been attributed to such 
a source, and to such iniquitous purposes, 
as to make it necessary that we should 
glatico for a moment at this matter. It is 
only necessary to point you to the acts of 
the Presbyteries who have reported their 
action upon the subject, and which com- 
pose the principal portion of this Synod, 
to show that it was the spontaneous out- 
speaking of the souls of men, who felt that 
they must speak, even though they should 
speak something that was not quite to the 
purpose, for the sake of God s truth and 
God’s Church. All previous efforts, as 
that record of evidence that was read this 
morning shows, had been ineffectual to 
stay the progress of our church down- 
ward in the career, as we do most truly be- 
lieve, of ruin. Theprotestsof 1861 against 
the action of that body in the Assembly, 
the protest of this Synod, the protests of 
tbe Presbyteries, .had no effect. Next 
year the Assembly went farther, and every 
succeeding year still farther, and the last 
year some of us thought she had quite 
gone over the precipice. The Niagara 
river is beautiful; it is as smooth as a silver 
lake; but put your bark upon it, and re- 
fuse to listen to the voice warning you 
from the shore that the rapids are at 
hand, and you will certainly plunge over 
the cataract. Your bark will go to ruin, 
though you may sing songs to yourself, and 
deride him who lifts the warning voice. 
So has it been with our beloved Pres- 
byterian Church. Still hoping that she had 
[ Continued on Fourth pageJ\ 
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Ur. Hodge's Defence. 

In the Princeton Review, Oct. 1865, 
the editor, “in deference to the judg- 
ment of others rather than his own,” 
answers “ the strictures of which the 
Review has been made the subject.” 
The defence consists of a historical re- 
eapitulat.on of what he has written for 
five years, on secession, on the righteous- 
ness of the war, on slavery and emanci- 
pation, on the power of the Church and 
her sphere of action, and on the union 
of the Churches — all of which he claims 
is perfectly consistent with itself and 
with his position and relation to the 
Church. 

We have neither the space nor the in- 
clination for a discussion of Dr. Hodge’s 
political and ethical theories, as devel- 
oped in this summary review of his 
teachings. Nor have we any dispostion 
to say a word to his disadvantage in aay 
controversy between him and those for 
whom this article is specially intended. 
Having naturally and properly the hgh- 
est reverence for Dr. Hodge personally, 
both as our own teacher, and as the lead- 
ing theological teacher of the church 
for forty years past, we have noticed 
with groat disgust the assaults upon him 
by flippant, shallow and impertinent 
radicalism, because of his exercise of 
the rights of a Christian freeman. With 
all this personal veneration, however, 
and notwithstanding we have as profound 
a respect for his opinions as for those of 
any theologian and Biblical interpreter, 

. living or dead, within his peculiar 
sphere, we feel obliged to confess our 
want of confidence in Dr. Hodge as a 
guide, when it comes to political ques- 
tions, and questions of constitutional 
law; or the application of Christian 
ethics to the exciting political questions 
of the day ; or even the relation of the 
church to the political issues of the 
country. N,or is it any disparagement, 
either of his learning or ability, to sug- 
gest that, by the very nature of his life- 
long occupation, with questions of the- 
ology and of Biblical exegesis, it - is 
impossible he should rival the profound- 
est jurists in constitutional law, or have 
acquired the practical wisdom of even 
the ordinary citizen of intelligence, to 
judge of the exciting questions and sen- 
sations of the passing hour. We, there- 
fore, hesitate to follow Dr. Hodge vaen 
we find his conclusions as to tii e nat ure 
of our political system directly in the 
face of the conclusions of the most emi- 
nent expo»v>dcrs of the con- Itution 
when we find hi-. - ■ . fne n r. 
tation and applicative of the na- 
tion directly in the race of those of the 
great leaders of t! a party which had 
ruled the conutry for seventy year with 
immense - ..aces- and when we find him 
declaring that all the wrong was on one 
side — that the South had “ no shadow 
of justification' in the late quarrel, in 
the face of the asseverations of the lead- 
ing statesmen of both parties, for ten 
years previous to the war, that New 
England faithlessness to covenants and 
its aggressions were a just casus belli. 

Indeed, when we find Dr. Hodge at- 
tributing to the mass of Southern men 
opinions never held, save by an extrem- 
ist here and there, and charging to ac- 
count of “sympathy with rebellion” at 
the North, that which should manifestly 
be charged to account of antipathy to 
misrule and lawless violence at the North, 
we discover that the source whence the 
historic premises of his conclusions 
were derived, are of the lowest partisan 
character ; and of course the conclusions 
can use no higher in logical value than 
the level of their source. However re- 
, markable his skill and wisdom in draw- 
ing conclusions from the infallible 
truths of the Scriptures, it does not fol- 
low that his conclusions are equally re- 
liable when drawn from premises found 
in tho New York Tribune, or Times, or 
Evening Post, even though they may 
have been first distilled in the alembic 
of Dr. Hodge’s fine intellect. Hence 
his disquisitions on political affairs nev- 
er fail to suggest to us the thought that 
Dr. Hodge, like every other great man 
we ever knew, is marvellously prone to 
undervalue the peculiar gifts he has, and 
to overvalue and aspire to exercise the 
gift which he has not. 

We have no space, at present, howev- 
er great our inclination, to discuss Dr. 
Hodge’s second leading topic in this ar- 
article, the consistency of his utteran- 
ces on the slavery question in 1836, with 
those of 1864. Suffice it to say, that 
the utterances of 1836 have been ac- 
cepted by nine-tenths of Southern min- 
isters and Christians ever since, as sub- 
stantially the truth on that subject ac- 
cording to the Scriptures. But how Dr. 
Hodge manages to stand by his utterance 
of 1836, and the Assembly’s utterance 
of 1845, while yet he accepts with “ un- 
derstanding, heart and conscience,” the 
Assembly’s utterance in 1864, we con- 
fess surpasses our comprehension. The 
argument from the right to emancipate 
by the “ war power” in the constitution, 
and from the stubbornness of the South- 
ern men, by which he seeks to harmo- 
nize the two, might satisfy politicians of 
the village bar-room ; but it is a sad 
evidence of how the greatest and best 



of men, whether in the case of moral or 
physical epidemics, are subject, equally 
with the humblest and meanest, to the 
infection of the pestilence. Who would 
believe that so profound a thinker as 
Dr. Hodge accepts, in all its fullness, 
the common partizan fallacy that slave- 
ry was the cause, and not merely an oc- 
casion of the late civil quarrel? Who 
would believe that the Dr. Hodge of 
1836 could not only justify, but rejoice 
in, the exercise of a “ war power,” or 
any other power, to do that which he, 
in 1836, and now, believes must involve 
the risk of devoting millions, both of 
the black and the white race, possibly to 
extermination, or failing that, certainly 
to degradation ? Who would have be- 
lieved ten years ago that Dr. Hodge 
would be found claiming to get logically 
from his opinions then as a premise in 
connection with the dostrine of the Uni- 
ty of the race, to the conclusion that 
the negro is entitled to the right of suf- 
frage as well as all other rights of citi- 
zenship ! 

But, with all this, we ftel called upon 
to express our extreme gratification with 
that portion of this article which more 
particularly pertains to Dr. Hodge’s 
sphere and ours, viz : his statement of 
the proper sphere and functions of the 
church, as found on page 642-44. We 
shall best evince our appreciation of 
this statement by taking an early oppor- 
tunity to lay it before our readers, and 
therefore content ourselves with sayiDg, 
for the present, that so far as it goes, we 
not only accept it, substantially, as the 
scriptural view of the matter, but re- 
joice that just at this time such a state- 
ment should "have come forth from 
Princeton. In Dr. Hodge’s propositions, 
that the current conception of our radi- 
cals which derives church power and au- 
thority, like the power of a civil magis- 
trate, from the people, is a preposterous 
folly; that church courts are of Divine 
appointment ; that what we call our con- 
stitution, by figure of speech, is no giant 
of powers originally, like the Consti- 
tution of the United States, but merely 
a covenant as to the manner in which 
the powers conferred by Christ shall be 
executed ; that the limits of church 
power are determined by the word of 
God, and the authority of church courts 
is confined to the church, and their 
jurisdiction confined to church matters, 
having nothing to do with commerce, fine 
arts, affairs of State, &c. ; that they can 
only apply the word of God to matters 
of truth and duty ; that they have no 
right to denounce forms of government, 
as monarchy, despotism, or republican- 
ism to be morally wrong ; (have they 
any more right to denounoe systems of 
labor as morally wrong?) Nor can they 
• ■ to ti.‘ tale what policy, it shall 
adapt, .Vo. i n all these we fully concur, 
and it will be seen they are the very 
truths which we have been contending 
for in the midst of unprecedented oblo- 
quy and reproach. 

We could have wished that Dr. Hodge 
had extended this statement to several 
other points relating to the nature and 
functions of the church. Yet we are 
exceedingly gratified that so much of 
the important truth on this Bubject is 
here set forth. Indeed we fear that, 
had Dr. Hodge proceeded to a similar 
review of some other utterances of his 
on the other side of this subject, viz : 
the sphere of the State with reference 
to the church, we, in common with the 
great body of non-New England think- 
ers would have been greatly pained. We 
regard it as the most unfortunate of all 
Dr. Hodge’s tendencies that, Presbyte- 
rian as he is, he should still cling to the 
miserable semi-theocratic fallacies of 
New England, and bold that the State 
must stand in the relation of patron to 
religion. Hence his surprising attempt to 
justify the infamous Rosecrans oath in 
late years; and hence indeed, most of 
the errors of his political theories. 

We must take the liberty of saying, 
that Dr. Hodge’s sneer in describing a 
party in the church, as the “ special ad- 
vocates of the spirituality of the church, 
who profess to have washed their 
hands of all secular concerns,” however 
natural it might be, as coming from Dr. 
Monfort, is rather unworthy of Dr. 
Hodgo. So also his declaration, that 
“ ths new theory of the Church, (Dr. 
Thornwell’s,) is practically dead, (ex- 
cept for the purposes of faction,”) how- 
ever natural as coming from Dr. Breck- 
inridge, comes with a bad grace from one 
claiming to move in a sphere above all 
partisan passion. It is needless to sug- 
gest to such a man as Dr. Hodge, that 
these “special advocates of spirituality,” 
advocate simply what he states on page 
642-44; nor did they ever “profess to 
wash their hands of all secular concerns” 
at all ; nor, if they had, should that 
estop them from “earnestly contending 
for the faith once delivered to the saints,” 
against those who bring seoular con- 
cerns into the temple of God. And as 
to the “ dead theory” and “ the purpo- 
ses of faction,” we need only refer Dr. 
Hodge to the recent action of a score of 
Presbyteries, and of the Synods of Ken- j 
tucky and Missouri, and ask him if all j 
this is merely “ faction” resurrecting a 
dead theory. In this connection, also, 
we beg leave to suggest to Dr. Hodge, 
that what ho is pleased to call the 
“Thornwell” theory of the church, first \ 
propounded in 1859, and then used to 
cover up sympathy with the rebellion, is 
a theory which, he, of all other men, 



has occasion to know, wai advocated Hon. Edward Bates, himself Mr. Lin- 
earnestly in the church from the era of coin’s Attorney General !— in face of the 
the revolution of 1837, in all the dis- fact, that the men who voted the papers 
cussions of Ecclesiastical Boards and in both Synods are men whose honest 
voluntary societies ; was advocated ear- loyalty and obedience to the laws of the 
nestly in 1855-6, in the “ Presbyterial country shames, it' any thing could 
Critic,” by such men as Drs. R.J. Breck- shame, the Jacobinical treasons and 
inridge, Dabney, Peck, Vaughn, and : ®ob stirring conspiracies of the pious 
Robinson; was developed by Rev. Mr. cc ' throats represented by the Banner. 
Robinson in his inaugural discourse iu Adu ihen to hear tho Banner canting of 
1857, and was indeed the theory of the j ‘ 1 1 e strife so happily ceased outside — 
church which Danville Seminary was j in face of the notorious fact, that the 
founded to propagate. It is therefore j narrowness, the cruelty, and the ven- 
an unworthy partizan strategy to rep- geauee-seeking of such as he in the 



resent it as a new theory devised for the 
exigencies of the rebellion. 

We beg leave also to express our sur- 
prise that such a logician as Dr. Hodge 
should be found adopting the popular 
fallacy, that because a man is assailed 
from two extremes he must therefore be 
about right. That opinions, to which 
radicals of the Stanton-Monfort type, 
and extremists of the Thornwell type 
both object, may be presumed to be cor- 
rect. While it is true that plus and mi- 
nus nullify each other on the same side 
of an equation, it is not true, by any 
means, that the same is the effect when 



church have been, to the disgrace ;of 
our holy religion in the eyes of the 
people, and still are the chief obstacle 
to the happy closing of the strife — since, 
by their howlings for more blood, more 
plunder, and more insult to the fallen 
foe, they restrain the hand of the wise 
and clement statesmanship reached forth 
to heal wounds and restore the peace of 
the country. 

Wo must be content with noticing 
these specimens, from the introduction 
of the Banner's article as representative 
of the whole. We cannot afford to 
waste our space on his puerile statements 



on opposite sides. It may be that the | issues, as whether the Assembly 



opinion is only‘the more erroneous be- ! ma .y> 



•mi aecori 



b’sM; with God's word, 

cause of opposition to it from both ex enjoin obedience to constituted authori- 
tremes. Episcopalians on one extreme. ! ^ c - i or n * s *01y attempt to justify 



the Rosecrans oath, or his equally silly 
and false siatement that the argument 
of the Missouri ministers against that 
oath was “ You must wait till we have 
committed the treason and punish us 
afterwards.” We could charitably ac- 
I count for this misstatement, on the score 
| of the writer's utter incapacity to com- 
! prebend the simple, but grand doctrine 

The Desire for the Peace of the Church— I of the Mi-souri ministers, were it not for 

when sincere and when one of “the 



Independents of the Bacon-Beeclu-i 
type on the other, may both assailnhe 
church theory of Rev. Albert Barnes, 
but that does not prove — Dr. Hodge 
himself being judge — that Barnes’ 
chnrchism is of the right sort. B it wt 
have no room for further remarks at 
present. 



wiles of the Devil.” 

From, at least, the days of Elijah and 
Ahab, it has been the favorite trick of 
heresy and apostasy, to disturb and agi- 
tate the church till their ends are aceom 
plished, and then, claiming all the meek- 
ness and. brotherly love, to reproach the 
witnesses for the truth as agitators and 
disturbers of tho peace, oryiog “ Art 
thou he tl^t troubleth Israel ?” So 
apostasy railed against Jeremiah, crying 
Peace, Peace ! When God said no peace. 
So apostate churchmen, having “made 
void the law by their traditions,” and 
crushed out the spiritual life of the 
church, charged upon Jesus, “ He stir- 
eth up the people.” So, in like manner, 
having gotten the world wrong side up, 
to his liking, the Devil taught them the 
strategy of crying out against the ef- 
forts of Apostles to turn the world back 
into the position God originally gave it. 
These men that turn the world upside 
down, “are come hither also.” So at 
the Reformation, and in all subsequent 
declensions of *the churches of the Re- 
formation, once error has crept in and 
seized the reins of power in the church, 
however fierce and brawling before, it 
becomes suddenly gentle as the lamb, 
crying “ peace, peace.” and is ready to 
set up the desire of peace as the one 
grand test of religious character. It 
makes it convenient to forget, then, that 
though heralded at his coming, with the 
song, “Peace on earth, good will to 
men,” yet it was Jesus himself who de- 
clared “ I came not to send peace on 
earth, but a sword.” 

We have fallen into this train of 
thought, on reading the leader of the 
Presbyterian Banner, of October 25th, 
entitled “ Tho peace of the Church ;” 
but in reality, a war upon the Synods of 
Kentucky and Missouri. Seldom have 
we met with a more remarkable instance 
of the strategy of covering evil deeds in 
the church, under false statements of 
the issues, and then seeking to divert 
attention and prevent exposure, by the 
cry of the “peace of the church,” than 
in this case of the Banner. Fortunate- 
ly for the cause of truth, the logical 
feebleness of the effort, and the trans- 
parency of its trick, render it compara- 
tively harmless ; yet, at the same time, 



“ It is indeed greatly to be regretted that the 
peace of the church should now be disturbed 
by the agitation of questions which properly 
belonged to the sad period of our strife. Now, 
that the din of arms has ceased, well were it 
that all who love a common Lord, the great 
Head of the Church, should cordially unite in 
healing the divisions by which his people have 
been rent asunder. And we do not see how 
those who love the peace, the purity, and the 
prosperity of our beloved Church, can hope to 
promote iis- iaSpre.t-, by^ffoping opprobrium 
upon its highest court, •'and by denouncing the 
great body of its ministers and people as guil- 
ty of apostasy, because they declared the late 
rebellion a sin, and prayed for its suppression.” 

Now, aside from the insinuated false- 
hoods which permeate this pious homi- 
ly, wc suggest, as to its main topic, that: 

1. That there can be m sincere over- 
ture for the peace of the church, but 
only hypocrisy and a “ wile of the Dev- 
il,” which begins with calumniating the 
adverse party as basely criminal, and 
Pharisaically claiming for one’s-self 
faul'lessness and action only in aceor 
dance with God’s word. For manifestly, 
if our brother is guilty of treason — and 
“ the blackest crime since the death of 
Christ,” we have no right to make pease 
and restore communion with him. Nor, 
if we have acted only in accordance with 
God s word toward lu«Ain the strife, 
can wc covenant witl^^^»or any com- 
promise or change of action. 

2. That is no sincere overture for 
peace, but hypocrisy and “a wile of the 
Devil,” which begins with a false state- 
ment of the issues involved ; since a 
peace babed upon “false facts” can at 
best be oniy a hollow truce, to be follow- 
ed by mutual recriminations and fiercer 
strife. 

3. That can be no sincere overture 

it illustrates a strategy which abler men I f° r P eace > but hypocrisy and a wile of 
will no doubt practice, and against which the DcTil >” which ignores great doctrin- 
true men should be on their guard. al principles involved in the controver- 
sy „ , , /» * „ , isyaod proposes to cease agitation for 

1 he Banner s plea for the peace of the J 

. ... . . . , . the restoration of them to the conscious- 

church, begins -with a senes of mistate- ; , , , . . 

. , /? - , . .. „ i ness of the church ; since from the na- 

ments of the issues between these Syn- , 

, , ,, . ,, ... . ture of rel'gion as a witness-bearing to 

ods and the Assembly, which, even with , , • • , 

. . /’ , . . , ,the truth, such agreement is simply a 

our very low estimate of his capacity to ’ 

... . , , conspiracy to suppress the truth, “ »» 

understand, great issues, and our large j F * . T ,, A w 



the fact, that standing in the adjoining 
column, is Mr. McAfee’s statement of 
their ground to the contrary of this, viz: 
that if the government^fcpected them 

if 

isters and meuibenf&n^^Brt of Christ, 

contrary both to the Scri^Wres and Con- 
stitution of the country. \ 

Our chief purpose, however, was a 
practical remark or two, concerning the 
pious homily with which this tissue of 
folly and malicious-talumnies winds up, 
a* illustrating, in a very large and gross 
form, a false principle, against which 
we wish to caution all true friends of 
peace in the church. Says the Ban tier, 
in conclusion : 



allowance for the blindness of prejudice, ; 
and the narrowness of bigotry, it re- 



the truth is in Jesus ;’ 
of the Spirit of God to move upon the 



4. That can be no sincere overture 



with charging that the Synods of Ken- 
tucky and Missouri “ have revived, the 



. *» , . i church, must compel men to a disre 

quires the exercise ol all that “charity . ’ , _• 

\ . ... , . J gard of the compromise 

that ttunketh no evil, to treat as honest 1 ° 

and not wilful mistakes. He sets out | , , . . •_ 

for peace, but much more only hypoc- 
risy and a “ wile of the Devil,” which 

. „ . , . , , , proposes the acceptance, or even the tol- 

discussion of questions which largely r r , . - 

.. . , , . ... . , J crance ot essential errors touching the 

agitated the church while the rebellion ., .• „ „c „i,„,.„i, 

6 . „ , . , 1 very nature and functions of the church 

was, in progress, which, as will readily , . ... , . . „„„„„ 

, . , . , , , itself as a condition precedent to peace 

be perceived, involves the two untruths: , , . 

. , , , and harmony ; since that is but an 

First, that the discussion had ceased oment with Death and a covenant 

after the rebellion ceased to progress ; with IIell which God will annul” in His 
second, that the discussion was not of r an<J , eav# both alike to 

great principles for which the witnesses j ’ an(J de », g one an 

for the truth have always contended, 0 t ber ^ 

and for which members of these Synods , Those who are most earnest for peace, 
have been earnestly contendingfor twen- will be first to withdraw opprobrious 
ty years past, but only incidental ques- charges; to get clear conceptions an 

J } „ , ■■ J make clear statements of the issues in 

tionsof policy and measures arising out controversy . to examine them candidly, 

of the war. He has the effrontery to carne stly and prayerfully ; to resolve 
malign the movers of the action of these 1 to stand by “ the whole counsel of God,” 
Synods, as “ these fomenters of treason, neither asking or granting any abato- 

who do not hesitate to renew in the bo- 1 ment: un '^ t0 renounce anj t iiug s iown 
. , , , L .„ , . , , to be error, no matter who teaches, or 

som of the church, the striie which has wh(j expose ’ s it . i n that method of pa- 

so happily ceased outside” — in face q{ c jfi ca tion the Synods of Kentucky and 
the faot, that the author of the resolu- Missouri will be found ready to meet 
tions of tho Synod of Missouri, was the their brethren more than hall way. 



The “Conspiracy” against Dr. Ilodge. 

Conservative men of the “True Pres- 
byterian” school, as early as 1861, warn- 
ed their “ moderate” brethren, that as a 
matter of self-protection against the fa- 
naticism, then becoming rampant in the 
church, l ‘obsta principiis," was the wisest 
policy. That the only possible result of 
compromise for the sake of avoiding its 
insolence and malignity, would he worse 
insolence and malignity, with more power 
of injury to any who then dared to pro- 
test ; since “ evil men and seducers 
waxing worse and worse,” will at last be 
sure to make exactions that intelligent 
men with a conscience cannot submit to, 
while every inch of ground yielded to 
fanaticism only increases its power to 
tyrannise over and persecute its oppo- 
nents. 

These anticipations have been realized 
to an extent far beyond the worst fears 
of those who gave the warning. For 
who at that time could have anticipated 
such acts as those of tho Pittsburgh As- 
sembly ? Much less, who could have 
anticipated that fanatical tenth-rate -ism 
would get to such a pitch of insolence 
as to clamor for the deposition from office 
of the leading theologian and teacher 

of the church — and that too, after he 
.1 

had seriously impaired the confidence of 
his friends in his conservatism, by run- 
ning half way with radicalism “ to the 
same excess of riot?” And yet there 
are ominous signs of an effort to make 
Dr. Hodge go the way of Dr. Plumer. A 
simultaneous onslaught upon him for 
his criticism of the Assembly’s acts 
against the Southern Churches, not only 
by scribblers in the “ radical” organs, 
but in formal resolutions of “ radical” 
Presbyteries, seems to indicate a con- 
spiracy to raise the hue and cry prepa- 
ratory to a movement in the General As- 
sembly. 

Thus, in the Presbyter , of Oct. 18th, 
we find a singularly impertinent farrago 
of three colums on “ Princeton logic,” 
winding up thus : 

“ What is to bo done with the Editor of the 
Review, who has been in rebellion against 
church authority for four years, and is now in 
rebellion and fomenting rebellion against it? 
The penalty 'for rebellion againBt the State is 
suspension. The Church ought not to come 
behind the State in its abhorrence of crime, 
his penalty ought, therefore, at least, to be 
suspension, and if I were a member of the next 
Asmmbly, I would have no more compunction 
of conscience in moving to vacate his chair and 
put some good loyal and orthodox man in his 
place, than I would in cracking a nut. 

“ Evassville, Indiana, Oct. 2d, 1865. A. S.” 

Had this writer but added the other 
“S” in his signature, we might have 
felt moved by his candor, to judge more 
leniently his otherwise "insolent “ rebuke 
of the madness of the prophet.” (2 Pet. 
2 : 16 ) 

Similar is the conclusion of a remark- 
able historical disquisition in the same 
paper, on the contumacy of Theological 
Professors, from one whom the editor 
assures us is “ one of our most venerable 
and able D D.’s” ; though, seeing that he 
deals so freely with the names of the “most 
venerated and able” of the church’s 
sainted dead, we are freer to venture the 
suggestion that the historian is mani- 
festly too “ venerable” to be trustwor- 
thy, either as to his memory or his logie. 
He “ makes history” after the following 
fashion: That Dr. Jno. Holt Rice, of 
Union Seminary, Virginia, in opposition 
to the Assembly of 1818, and as “just 
such a justification as pro-slavery men 
needed at the time,” introduced the in- 
terpretation that “ doulos properly meant 
‘ slave;’ that slavery was perfectly oom- 
mon in the time of Christ ; that neither 
He nor His Apostles found any fault 
with it ; that it was a ‘political matter,’ ” 
&o. (However agreeable to us the ad 
mission that Dr. Rice, in 1826, taught 
this, and therefore it was not recently 
devised by Southern and “ disloyal” men 
in aid of “ rebellion ;” yet we feel ob- 
liged to suggest that precisely such has 
always been tho interpretation of doulos 
by tho theologians of all Churches, Eu- 
ropean and American, save a few theo- 
logedets of the New England type, as 
Rev. Stuart Robinson abundantly shows 
in his discourse on the in idclity of Ab- 
olitionism.) 

He proceeds to tell us that Dr. Bax- 
ter, successor of Dr. Rice, followed up 
tho opposition to the Assembly's act of 
1818, by an “intensely pro-slavery” pam- 
phlet. (Though until recently, Dr. Bax- 
ter, who was one of the committee, was 
universally reputed to be the author of 
the paper of 1818 ! !) 

He tells us further, that next in like 
aid of pro-slavery, the Southern Presby- 
terian Review, and “ the Theological 
School under Dr. Thornwell, in South 
Carolina, was soon got up. (Though it 
happens Dr. Thornwell did not enter 
upon his Professorship until 1856 — thir- 
ty years after Dr. Rico’s article ;) and 



their share in the blame. What now is ths lesson 
to be drawn from these and similar facts ? Pos- 
sibly many ; but I will specify one : The Gen- 
eral Assembly ought to look carefully at the ac- 
tion of men put into office for training the min- 
istry. No man ought to be put in or kept in, 
who disregards, much more sets himself 
against, the great Spiritual principle set forth 
by the Church. A Biblk RsiDEa.” 

These anonymous assaults, however, 
would deserve little notice, were it not 
for the fact, that simultaneously, several 
Presbyteries have taken formal action to 
the same effect. First of all, the Pres- 
bytery of Vincennes, “ that court singu- 
larly illustrious” already, by its effort to 
resolulionize the True Presbyterian into 
non-existence, now, in like manner, 
resolutionizes Dr. Hodge and his Review 
in a minute which we care not to flatter 
the self-conceit of some of its members, 
nor mortify the two or three noble men 
in it by quoting. 

The Presbytery of Oxford, of which 
wo know noshug, except that it consists 
of two pastors, three “ stated supplies,” 
jour “ without charge,” and three “ in 
trans.” or getting away from it, with one 
hundred and eight dollars raised for 
educational purposes — and therefore is 
specially entitled to advise the church 
as to her general interests and educa- 
tional agencies — adopted the following: 

That Presbytery also appr/jve of the ac-. 
^■Bhf the Assembly on the state of the coun- 
of all the measures instituted by the 
Assembly to preserve the purity, loyalty and 
integrity of our church in the Southern States. 

“ 5. Presbytery not approving the teachings of 
Dr. Hodge, of Princeton, on the subjects of loyal- 
ty and slavery, feel constrained to advise any 
young men from, our bounds, who wish to study 
theology, to attend some other seminary.” 

The Presbytery of Saline, with its 
four pastors, and two “ W. C.,” and one 
“ S.S.” at the close of a very long and 
elaborate judgment on all the legal and 
ethical points involved in the case of 
Hodge et al., appellants vs. the Assembly, 
pronounces the following decision : 

“ Resolved, That we regard, with disapproba- 
tion, the strictures of the Princeton Review 
upon the action of the last Assembly in regard 
to Southern churches and ministers; that we 
regard the course of the Review as calculated 
to bring into disrespect the authority of the 
Assembly ; and that the Assembly and Church 
at large ought to see that those who occupy the 
important position of Professors in oar Theolo- 
gical Seminaries, are in harmony with its deliv- 
erances, and manifest a proper regard for its 
authority.” 

We doubt not other Presbyteries, 
whose proceedings have not fallen under 
onr notice, have passed similar resolu- 
tions. 

It adds to the singularity of all this 
zeal for compelling theological teachers 
to speak not as Christ speaks, but as the 
Assembly speaks; that these utterances 
against a supposed breach of truBt in 
perverting the Assembly’s commission 
to teach in theological schools should 
come ftom that very party in the church 
who seem to have no scruple about the 
most outrageous breach of trust as it 
respects the donors of the funds which 
endowed these schools. Here are the 
Danville and Chicago schools inculca- 
ting principleswlwfc^ would have been 

nino-tenth^o^^Bl^iarter of ? a million 
dollars which endowed them. Is there 
no question of conscience touching such 
breach of covenant with God's children, 
living and dead. 

We have thought it worth while to 
notice this conspiracy in germ, to crush 
down all men like Dr. Hodge, who dare 
to dissent from these radicals, chiefly to 
fix attention upon the hopelessness and 
folly of any attempt at compromise with 
the spirit that has ruled the Assembly 
for years past. We are fully persuaded 
that there is yet conservative strength 
enough if there is the courage and manli- 
ness, in the church, to put these insolent 
brawlers out of power. And even should 
it turn out to the contrary, nothing is to 
be lost by a vigorous effort, since nothing 
worse than the present tyranny can 
come from a failure. Of all other fol- 
lies, none can be more absurd, just now, 
than mere sentimental cant about har 
mony, and against agitation, ignoring 
the great principles of Christ’s rule in 
the church and the liberties of His peo- 
ple. 



unjust to the Presbytery i n this manner, 
juBtupon the eve of its adjournment to re- 
open the question which has twice al- 
ready been decided by the Synod. 

3. There are in this Synod some twen 
ty-five members who have already ei V M r , 
sentence against the majority of the 
Presbytery of Louisville, who adopted 
the “Declaration and Testimony,” as “in- 
competent, and unfit” to be considered 
constituent members of any Presbyterian 
Court, and have voted to cut them off 
from the Presbyterian Church. With 
what justice then can this Synod allow 
these members who have already judg d 
the matter, condemned the party now 
proposed to be brought to the bar, and 
put that judgment on record, tosit in the 
trial of the complaint? In our opinion, 
these members, by their action in the 
premises, have rendered themselves in 
competent to take any part in the trial 
of the aforesaid complaint. If, however, 
these members be excluded from sitting 
in judgment on the case, as it seems to 
us they ought injustice and equity to be, 
then the decision must be left to a very 
small minority of the Synod. 

But if the Synod shall, under this state 
of facts, proceed with the hearing of the 
case, we simply ask that these objections 
he entered upon the record, and we 
make no further answer to the plea of 
the complainant 

So far from there being here any de 
clinature of jurisdiction there is an ex 
press recognition of it, and the purpo <• 
to submit to it expressed. But. so obvi- 
ously were the objections well taken 
against the Synod proceeding .at that 
time in the ease, that Mr. Hays (oil- of 
the friends of Dr. B.,) prompted no - 
doubt by an innate sense of justice, im 
mediately moved to postpone the matter 
until tho next meeting of Synod, whl< h 
was carried, manifestly much to ihe 
r chagrin of those who had held on to lii • 
last moment, expecting to fill their maw- 
with the body of the Louisville Preshy 
tery. But so far as the Presbytery wai 
concerned, all that was asked was, that 
they should not be tried over on .!•• 
same charges, or if to be tried over, tliai 
it should be done in a newly constitm. I 
court. Is it a renunciation of jurisdic- 
tion for a party to ask for a change of 
venue ? 

Will the Presbyter make this cor 
rection by publishing the paper of the 
Presbytery ? 

The Vote on Dr. It. J. Breckinridge’s 

Resolution In the Synod of Ken- 
tucky. 

Our readers have doubtless examined 
the vote upon Dr. Breckinridge’s resolu- 
tion, declaring the majority of Loni'- 
ville Presbytery unfit to sit in any court 
of the Church, on the ground of their 
having adopted and signed the “Decla- 
ration and Te-timony.” 

Of the twenty two who voted in the 
affirmative, six are Ruling Elder,-, of 
whom we shall say nothing, fuither than 
that they promptly and faithfully did 
what their chieftain instructed them to 
do. The sixteen ministers, are, with 
one or two exceptions, without pastoral 
charge, and some of them seldom 
preach the gospel at all, perhaps, for 
the reason, that the people will not hear 
them. One of them, it is said, seldom 
enters the house of God on the Sabbath 
day ; others are engaged in secular la- 
bors, and represent no ecclesiastical iD 
terests whatever This is the olasa of 
men who voted to cut off from the 
Church the majority of Louisville Pres- 
bytery, and declare them unfit to sit iu 
any court of the Church, because they 
protest in the form of a “Declaration 
and Testimony,” against the errors which 
have been propagated in the Church 
during the past five years. 

In addition to the twenty two who 
voted in the affirmative, there were five 
who voted non liquet. One of that num- 
ber i* Rev. Johu L. McKee, a member 
of the Presbytery of Louisville, and 
pastor of one of the largest Churches in 
this city. Mr. McKee said by this vote, 
that it was not clear to his mind wheth- 



An Injurious Misstatement Corrected 

The Presbyter, in noticing the action er his brethren were fit to sit in any 
of the Synod of Kentucky, postponing ; church court or not. Now this non li- 
the trial of Mr. McMillan’s complaint i quet vote, taken in connection with his 
against the Presbytery of Louisville, j vote to censure the Louisville Presby- 
states that this was done after that Pres- j tery, for uttering their testimony against 
bytery bad declined the jurisdiction of j grevious errors, places Mr. McKee in a 
the Synod. This statement is made upon somewhat singular attitude towards a 
the authority, we presume, of Dr. R. J. I majority ol his brethren in the I’resby- 
Breckinridge, whereas, no one knew tery, and goes far to show that he has 
better than he did, that it was not cor- 1 gone almost over to the radical party in 
rect. In his extreme anxiety to thrust ! the Synod. He has only to progress a 
tho members of the Presbytery out of j little further and he will be fully abreast 
the Church, he insisted upon their re 1 with Breckinridge, Stanton, Landis, 
nouncing the jurisdiction of its courts, ; Cooper, Braddock and McMillan. That 
so as to put themselves out But the | he is in the “progressive loyalty” school, 
Presbytery were unwilling to be so ac- j jg perfectly manifest, when we remem- 
commodating, fur various reasous. What j her tha?, in the General Assembly at 
they did do, however, was to object j Columbus, Ohio, in 1862, he, with oth- 
against the Synod going on to try the ; ers, entered a solemn protest against the 
complaint, for reasons stated in the fol- | action of that Assembly “as in clear vio- 
lowing paper, which was admitted to re- j lation of the constitution of the Church." 
cord : ' | It is alio notorious that Mr. McKee 

that worse than all, Drs. Rice and Thorn- „ Tbe un lersigned, the majority of the has upon various occasions spoken in 
’ , * , . . , Presbytery of Louisville, now present in | afrnncr eondemcin^ the uneonsti- 

well, “ though urged, would not pub- | ^j 9 Synod, would hereby respectfully lay ; ^ ^ . 

lish in their journals, the articles ol* before this Synod their objections to the tutioual acts of the Assembly ot lb04, 



,bi, historian in opposition t, thni, *£“J. J ? ^’ir 
views. (But we venture to suggest that, te ,.y of Louisville, for the adoption at Liouisvuie rresDjiery, 

while this may have been because of j their meeting in Bardstown, on the 2nd 
, . „ „ ,, . - , •. ! dav of September, A. D., 1865, a paper 

their lear ol so able an antagonist, it . ent ^] ed a “Declaration and Testimony, 

may also have been because of the na- ; Ax.,” because, 

tural comnapsion that editors feel for 1. The sessions of the Synod have al- 
. y i j j - ready extended to nearly or quite twice 

their readers, and their natural dread ot i tlieir ordinary length, a large portion of 

breaking down their journals.) the members have gone away, either 

. „ i . .. with or without leave, and those that re- 

Alter this historical account of tie ma i n are so exhausted and impatient of se if protest against the acts of the As- 

propensity of Theological Professors further detention that it is impossible sem b| v “ a8 in clear violation of the con- 

.. dp., .!,« Assembly's IJej 'S ««“■ of «» O'-™ V. «- ‘f 

infallibility, the writer concludes with and care f u l consideration they demand. time he is not clear in his mmd whether 
the following hints as to the course of 2. The subject matter of the complaint his brethren ought not to be cut off from 



the committee of 
Presbytery, on the McPhee- 
ters case, of which he was a member. 

What are his brethren of the Lnui 
ville Presbytery to think of such a 
change as this? At one time Mr Mc- 
Kee will vote with them to censure the 
General Assembly for its unconstitu 
tioeal acts; a another time he will him 



record. 



fol 1 o w ing . — — — - - i . . . , , , - . . 

„ , . has already been decided upon by this 

Dr. tlodge . j Synod, upon a motion to exclude from 

•< Is it not blindness not to see that our Pro- \ sea t 8 in the body all those who concurred 

with the pro-slavery men in the South, have It is obviously therefore, in our judgment 1 rcsbytery. 



the Chureh for doing what he felt bound 
(in conscience we suppose) him-ch to 
do. Verily ! this is a strange 
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To W hom It Slay Concern— Bead and 
Act Promptly. 

Wa begin with this issue to send to 
our subscribers, bills of inJeb'cdness, 
which we trust they will promptly at- 
tend to. We have a large amount owing 
to us, especially from the old subscrib- 
ers to the Presbyterian Herald and True 
Presbyterian , which, if paid at once, 
would secure us from all financial diffi- 
culties. Our friends, many of them, 
are writing to us urging that the Free 
Christian Commonwealth be published 
weel.-ly. We are fully persuaded that 
the time has come for us to do so, and 
shall, in a few weeks, publish weekly if 
those who are indebted to U3 will prompt- 
ly pay the amounts due. 

That our subscribers may fully uud r- 
stand their accounts, we will state a lew 
facts in relation to the paper. In March, 
1862, A. Davidson & Co., purchased 
from Rev. W. W. Hill, D.D., the Presby 
terian Herald , with all debts due that 
paper. On April 3d, 1862, A. David- 
on & Co., issued the True Presbyterian 
and sent it to all the subscribers to the 
Presbyterian Herald. Of the True 
Presbyterian 58 numbers were publish- 
ed, which was 6 numbers more than the 
year. In March, 1865, the Free Chris- 
tian Commonwealth was issued, and 
sent to all the subscribers of the True 
Presbyterian. Of the Free Christian 
Commonwealth ,19 numbers have already 
been published. 

Many of these accounts would have 
been sent out long ago, hut for circum- 
stances which were beyond the oontrol 
of the publishers. In September, 1862, 
Bragg’s army entered the State of Ken- 
tucky, and cut oil all communication 
with the interior of the State, and cius- 
ed a temporary suspension of tho True 
Presbyterian, it being only issued at long 
intervals, until October, 1863. From 
that time it was issued every two weeks, 
until November, 1864, when it was sup- 
pressed by order of General Burbridge, 
though for what cause the publishers 
were never informed. If our readers 
have any curiosity to know why it was 
suppressed, they would .probably refer 
them to Danville for information. 

These interruptions prevented the 
publishers from sending out these bills 
at an earlier day ; and many of our read 
ers have been receiving all three of 
these papers who have not paid anything 
for several years. Some of the old sub- 
scribers to the Presbyterian Herald are 
owing large amounts, which we trust 
they will at once remit, saving us the 
trouble and expense of collecting in any 
other way. 

The bills sent this week embrace the 
Kentucky subscribers only. We shall 
wait anxiously for a prompt and favor- 
able reply to these accounts. 



The Lady’s Friend — for November — 
has come to hand. It is edited by Mrs. 
Peterson, and appears to be gaining in 
popularity. Deacon & Peterson, Philadel- 
phia, are the publishers. Terms $3 per 
annum. 

Godey’s Lady’s Book — for December — 
has come to hand, with its usual holiday 
illustrations. We have so frequently ex- 
pressed our reciation of Godey’s L&- 
dy’s Book, that it is unnecessary torepeat 
it. Address, L. A. Godey, Philadelphia. 
Terms, $3 a year. 

I Blackwood’s Magazine — for October — 
has been laid upon our table. It contains 
' many interesting articles, and is perhaps 
one of the most popular of all the re- 
prints of Messrs. Leonard Scott & Co. — 
j The price of Blackwood is only $4 a year. 



We have received the first number of 
the “North-Western Presbyterian,” a pa- 
per published in Chicago, Rev. E. Ers- 
kine editor and proprietor, with Alfred 
Hamilton, D.D., as associate editor. From 
the following extract, which we take 
from their programme of principles, to be 
advocated by the paper, our readers will 
see that it is to occupy much the same 
ground as most of the other papers in our 
Church : 

“In regard to the exciting questions 
which of late years have entered so large- 
ly into the councils of both State and 
church, this paper will not only be thor- 
oughly loyal to the Government, and 
faithful to the Presbyterian Standards, 
but will also fully acquiesce in the past 
deliverances of the General Assembly 
upon the subject of slavery. All its edi- 
torials upon that subject will be in harmony 
with said deliverances.” 



The Synod of \ew Jersey. 

We publish below the report of the 
Synod of New Jersey on the action of 
the General Assembly, touching Southern 
Ministers and Christians; unanimously 
adopted by Synod : 

On p. 563 of the minutes, we find an 
injunction to Synods in these words: 

“This injunction to Presbyteries is, in 
like manner, applicable to Synods; and it 
is hereby ordered, that, upon application 
of any Presbytery to be received into any 
Synod, where such Presbytery is or has 
been connected with the Southern Gen- 
eral Assembly, such Synod shall.examine 1 
all the members of said Presbytery on 
the points above named ; and the recep- 
tion of such Presbytery, or any of the 
ministers thereof, by such Synod, shall 
depend upon their compliance with the 
conditions before mentioned.” 

As these conditions seem to us to be of 
the nature of “constitutional rules,” pre“ 
scribing new terms of communion, we are 
of the opinion, that, in order to be bind- 
ing upon either Synods, Presbyteries, or 
Sessions, these injunctions should have 
been transmitted to the Presbyteries, and 
have been approved by a majority of 
them. [Form of Gov't, chap. 12, art. 6.] 
And we fear that the various require- 
ments in this series of injunctions touch- 
ing the ministers and members of church- 
es in the Southern States, unless modifi- 
ed, will necessarily aggravate and perpet- 
uate, instead of healing the breaches be- 
tween us and them, arising out of our re- 
cent conflict. 

Your Committee, therefore, suggest for 
the consideration of Synod, the following 
action on this subject, to wit: 

“That this Synod overture the next 
General Assembly to take such action in 
regard to our relations to Southern Chis- 
tians, as may, without any sacrifice of 
truth and righteousness, tend to heal ex- 
isting breaches, and, if possible, to pre- 
vent schism, and the formation of a new 
sect among American Presbyterians.” 



Errata. — On the fourth column of the 
1st page, near the close of the extract 
from the “Presbyter” on the vote in the 
Synod of Kentucky, there is an “out,” 
which was not discovered until too late 
to correct it. It should read thus: “The 
balance of power was in the hands of an 
armed neutrality party of about thirty 
persons, who are ready to censure the As- 
sembly, and also to censure those who 
censure it too severely.” 

Also in Dr. Wilson’s speech, fourteenth 
line from bottom of third column, on 4th 
page, read “primarily” for “humanly.” 
And in the 16th line from first paragraph, 
fifth column, 4th page, read “signed” 

for “regret.” 

■ - 0 m - 

The Sunday Magazine, edited by Thos. 
Guthrie, D.D., for October, has been laid 
upon our table. It is a very attractive 
monthly, and we doubt not, at the low 
price of 25 cents per No., it will secure a 
large number of readers in this country. 
It is printed on fine paper, double column, 
with quite a number of beautiful illustra- 
tions. The reading matter is quite varied, 
though all of it is designed for Sabbath 
reading. In all our religious monthlies 
in this country, none of them will com- 
pare with this in mechanical execution. 
It is published by Strahan & Co., in Lon- 
don, Edinburgh, and 178, Grand street, 
New York. 



For tho Fioa Christian Commonwealth. 

Presbytery of North Mississippi. 

The following paper sets forth the ac- 
tion of the Presbytery of North Missis- 
sippi, at its late meeting, in reference to 
the course proposed to be pursued by 
the Old School General Assembly, 
touching the interests of the Presbyteri- 
an Church in the Southern States : 

“ It is with feelings of deep regret, 
and profound astonLhmoit, that this 
Presbytery feels cailed^^B^ in fidelity 
to themselves — the solemn responsibili- 
ties with which they are charged, and 
the great Head of the Church whom 
they alone acknowledge as l ord and 
Master, to note some of the strange 
things that have come to our cars, and 
to forewarn our churches and Christian 
brethren generally, of the yoke of bon- 
dage which the General Assembly which 
met at Pittsburgh would attempt to 
place upon their necks. As indicative 
of the general line of action and policy 
proposed by this body towards the 
Southern Presbyterian Church they state 

1st. That our church was called into 
existence as a separate organization “ to 
render aid in tho attempt to establish by 
means of the rebellion, a separate na- 
tional existence, and to conserve and 
perpetuate the system of slavery.” 

In answer to this extraordinary charge, 
it is enough to say, that it is wholly in- 
correct. The Southern Church has re- 
ceived from her divine Lord no commis- 
sion to iorm or to favor any political al- 
liance whatever, and consequently has 
never, to our knowledge, at any time 
proposed or attempted any such alliance, 
through any of her ministers or church 
courts. 

2d. It is proposed, and measures it is 
understood have already been inaugura- 
ted, to assert their jurisdiction over all 
our ministers and churches. The lan- 
guage of the Assembly is : “ That they 
will not compromise the rights of min- 
| isters, ruling elders and private mem- 
[ bers belonging to them, who are loyal 
to the Government of the United States 
j and the Presbyterian Church — that they 
I will recognize all minorities of Presby- 
teries and Churches, however small, that 
j may adhere to them, as being the true 
I Presbytery or Church ; and also direct, 
wherever practicable to secure the hou- 
! ses of worship, and other church prop- 
i erty, for the use of the truly loyal.” 

To all this, we can ODly reply by cov- 
ering our faces in shame, while we ex- 
claim : “Tell it not in Gath, publish it 
not in the streets of Askelon,” that 
, Christian men could be found in any 
place, or period of the church, that 
would deliberately advise such whole- 
sale robbery. 

3d. They enact that ministers or mem- 
bers from the South, who may apply 
for admission to their Presbyteries or 
churches, shall be required, not only to 
adopt their fanatical notions on the sub- 
ject of slavery as a test of communion, 
but farther, “if they have in any way 
directly or indirectly been at any time 
concerned in aiding or countenancing 
the rebellion, they shall be required to 
confess and forsake these sins.” 

Here again, we can only bear our sol- 
emn testimony in the name of our Lord 
and theirs, agamst such unwarrantable 
interference with the rights of conscience 
as here proposed, as manifestly unscrip- 
tural and auti-Presbyterian, and do 
hereby solemnly aver, on behalf of our 
selves, our churches, and our children, 
that God being our helper, we will never 
snbmit t.o these new and unconstitution- 
al tests 'of Christian and ministerial 
standing. 

4th. This Assembly further enacts, 
that where “a minister has been sent be- 
yond the jurisdiction of the United States 
by any of its civil or military authori- 



ties, on account of disloyalty, he shall 'th«j liontLof which is the R 
be suspended from the ministry, and if. fJVaducH, D D., who was hue 

•tr isr °‘t 5 °r , hc c 4 *' fc? 

debarred Ibe privilege of returning to fom „,y of our o»h Pui.er.ill, »bo 
his family and friends, his name shall holds the'chair of Mathematics. / 
be erased from the roll of Presbyterian We are glad to learn that, thej exten- 
ministers.” sive apparatus, cabinetsplibrary, in d the 

Of all the unscriptural and unconsti- fi ne buildings in which th>. and the in- 
tutioaal measures proposed by this As- structions ot the University are held, es- 

.hi, „„ j„.l ; be regarded „ ^ £ See. lb., ,1,1. 

the climax. So extraordinary is the j g no t a new academy, or place of elo- 
proceeding of recognizing the acts or mentary instruction; but that it is one of 



decisions of tmilitary or civil courts as a 
criterion by which tbp standing of min- 
isters of the Lord Jeans Christ shall be 
determined, and by which they may be 
deposed from their office, that it is ques- 
tionable whether there can be found in 
any portion or period of the Protestant _ TT 
Church a more high-handed usurpation : h a vematrlcnlate”a^Lun 



the best endowed universities of the na 
tion, and is inferior to uoiie of them in ! 
the ability and character of its professors. , 
The fees, owing to its endowments, are ; 
very low. There will be, soon, railroad ! 
communication through to 4 Oxford, the i 
seat of the University. 



or arbitrary exercise of ecclesiastical 
power than is here contemplated. 

1st. Be it therefore Resolved by this Presbytery, 
as a solemn duty we owe to the Church of God, 
to the truth as it is in Jesus, and to the cause 
of religious liberty, that we will not give pla- e, 
no, not for a moment, in our hearts, nor in all 
our borders, as far as our authority and influ- 
ence extend, to any of tho new tests, innova- 
tions, or usurpations over our consciences and 



Virginia. — T here : 
ivefrsity about ! 



one hnndred an seventy students 

Forty-five students, an unusually large 
proportion, have matriculated in the 
school of law ; twenty-five in the school 
of medicine. 

The Faculty remains ns before the war, 
with the following exceptions: Professor 
C. S. Venable, vice Professor Bledsoe, 
school of mathematics; A. L. Gildersleeve 



rights, set up or contcmplatod by the General j (also Professor of Greek',) vice Professor 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church which ’ Coleman, chair of Latin, 
met at Pittsburgh. 

2d. Resolved, That while it is our earnest do- , The old Jefferson Society has been re- 
sire to live in peaco with all men, and to culti- | organized, and a meetiifg ,of the Wash- 
vate a Christian nnd friendly intercourse w th i ; ngt on Society has been called for tlie 
all who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity pm .p 0se of organizing.' 

and truth, yet it is our soiemn and deliber- ' r 1 

ate judgment that neither the interests of truth W ASIIINGT College impression 

nor of peace would b M'bservcil by a u on . ia Ba ;j t0 prevail in rol^arts oflbe 
with a body of men, who have so far departed I .1'* ^ 

from the established order and policy <Jf that | ^ this Institution is filled to 

great and grand old Church, which we were l ^ 8 utmost capacity. Such is not yet the 
taught from our infancy to recognize as the casP - Although the session has opened 
mother of us all. ’ with an unusually large number of stu- 

3d. Resolved, That we sincerely sympathize | dents, and others are daily coming in, yet 
with our brothren in the Border States, or wher extraordinary preparations have been 
ever else the aggressive policy of the General j made for their accomodation in private 

£SS?S2^ JrJ2SBeiidX sps; «. -;« - ta 

of truth and a good example, to resist every consequently from 100 to 150 can still find 
encroachment upon their Cnristian liberty an*! ( comfortable boarding and lodging. Our 



and blessings. She had just entered her 13 th year 
when she found peace with God through faith 
in Christ, and from that time to the day of her 
death, her “light was that of the just, whose 
light shineth m re and more unto the perfect 
day.” She united with the Presbyterian Church 
— the Church of her fathers, and the Church of 
her choice — and during tho whole of her life 
she retained great love and zeal for tho order 
and doctrine by which it has ever been distin- 
guished. At the age of 20, she gave her heart 
and hand in marriage to Mr. Henry Jackson, 
a most excellent and lovely gentleman; soon she 
was called on to part with him — ho was gathered 
to his father’s — and then, one wave after another 
passed over her, tell sheherself was called away. 
All these afflictions God sanctified To her spiritual 
good, and in the home circle, and the Christian 
world, her graces shown with brilliant luster. 
Faith in revealed truth aa a living principle 
within her, seemed ever to control her spirit, 
and regular her londuct. She took a deep and 
lively interest in the Sabbath School, the Bible 
class and the prayer meeting. Training the 
young, comforting the afflicted, and guiding the 
penitent in the way of truth, was the delight of 
her life. And long will the recollection of her 
excellent example, modest simplicity, and 
Christian devotion in these departments of re- 
ligious duty, and privilege, remain fresh in the 
memory of the people of God, who knew her 
worth, and mourn her departure. The closing 
months of this good woman’s life were eminent- 
ly bright aud cheerful. Though in a feeble and 
distressed state of body, her mind was at rest — 
the sting of death had been taken away. Fully 
conscious of the truth that the time for her de 
parture was near at hand, sho talked freely with 
her minister, and in simple, calm, dignified ex- 
pressions of faith and hope, assured him that 
all was well. After which she summoned the 
family around her, that they might receive her 
parting benediction, and catch the last glimpses 
of her closing eyes, as the soul moved out from 
the chains and bondage of its earthly home, :o 
the land of rest, and liberty-, and peace. She 
has gone to meet herhusband, s^nd her father — 
her kindred and her people — who have gone on 
before, and with them to join in raptures and 
praise amid the General Assembly and Church 
of the first born. And we who remain bohind 
sorrow not as those who have no hope, but fixing 
the eye of faith upon the cros3 of Christ, we 
know that we shall see her again when death 
shall throw open the prison doors, and lead our 
spirits from the gloom of night into the light of 
eternal day. S. 



rights, prayerfully and hopefully committing 
their cause to Him that judgeth righteously 

4th. Resolved, That this Presbytery cannot 
but express the opinion that, in the Providence 
of God, there never was a time when the Pres- 
byterian Church in these Southern Ststes was 
more emphatically called upon to stand in her 
lot, as the conservator of the great interests of 
religious liberty and of the faith ones deliver- 
ed to tho Saints, and as understood and prac- 
tised by our Fathers ; aud it is also our earnest 
desire to see our General Assembly in these 
Southern States engage with renewed zeal in 
tho great work of propagating and maintaining 
a pure Gospel and a sound morality, as compre- 
hensive of the only commission received from 
her Divine Head. 

5th. Resolved, That this paper be published 
in the “Christian Commonwealth,” of Louis- 
ville, and in the Presbyterian papers of Rich- 
mond ; aDd that it be laid before the next Gen- 
eral Assembly, to meet in the city of Macon, 
provided any such expression of sentiment be 
called for from the various Presbyteries. 

S. J. Rkid, Moderator. 

The Central Presbyterian and Christian Ob- 
server, Richmond, Va., will please copy. 

The First Presbyterian Church, Nash- 
ville, Tennessee. — This Church, which has 
for a long time been in the hands of the 
military, and used as a hospital, was given 
up to the people soon after the close of 
the war. It has been thoroughly repair- 
ed, and the people are again worshiping 
in it as of old. On last Sabbath the sacra- 
ment of the Lord’s Supper was adminis- 
tered in the “Upper room,” and thirteen 
persons made a public profession of their 
faith, two of whom were among the oldest 
citizens of Nashville. Speaking of this 
Church, the Nashville Dispatch says: 

“This magnificent edifice has been for 
some time past under a course of repair- 
ing, and is now finished. It is furnished 
and painted in grand and tasteful style. 
The great organ has been handsomely 
painted and put in good condition. To- 
day, for the first time in thee years, the 
doors will be thrown open for the worship 
of God, and the great old organ will again 
reverbrate through the spacious edifice, 
making glad the hearts of a congrega- 
tion coming together in holy re union, 
after passing through the fiery ordeal of 
war. This is now one of the most elegant 
Churches in its finish in the South, and 
great credit is due to the industrious and 
worthy pastor, Rev. R. F. Bunting, who 
has labored incessantly to bring this 
great Church to an early completion.” 

Religious Items from the South. 

At a meeting of East Hanover Presby- 
tery, held during the sessions of the Syn- 
od at Lynchburg, Rev. B. T. Lacy, Was 
dismissed to Abingdon Presbytery, and 
Rev. T. W. Gilmer was received from 
West Hanover Presbytery. Mr. Gilmer 
has accepted the position of Stated Sup- 
ply to the Church at Fredericksburg, at 
which place he is now laboring. 

The Presbytery of South Carolina, at 
its recent meeting, sent up an earnest 
and dignified memorial to the General 
Assembly, which is to meet in Macon, in 
relation to maintaining and perpetuating 
our present ecclesiastical organization un- 
changed. They also adopted one of the 
resolutions of Lexington Presbytery, 
which denies Christian fellowship to 
emissaries that may be sent among us to 
disturb the peace of our churches. 

A correspondent writes “that the Syn- 
od of Memphis will most probably be 
unanimous for a distinct church organiza- 
tion. Our churches seem to be a unit on 
the subject. 

Rev. Robert Castleman, a well-known 
minister of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, was brutally murdered on the 
12th instant, near Gaston, North Caroli- 
na. He was returning alone from a visit 
to bis neighbor. The perpetrator of the 
deed was not identified. The deceased 
was widely known and much beloved in 
Virginia. 

Revival in Spotsylvania. — Rev. Mr. Mc- 
Sparran, of the Methodist Church, re- 
ports an extensive revival in this county. 
Forty-two have united with his church, 
and nineteen with the Baptist and Epis- 
pocal Churches. 

Twelve persons were baptised at Leigh 
street Baptist Church, Richmond, Va., 
last Sunday. Over seventy have professed 
conversion during the four weeks of the 
meeting. The interest is on the increase, 
and services are held every afternoon and 
night. 

Restoration op Churches. — In those 
cases where houses of worship, belonging 
to the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
have been usurped by the Northern church, 
as in Gosport, Virginia, Charleston, South 
Carolina, and in other places, the Trus- 
tees, or leading members formerly hold- 
ing their membership in these churches, 
have nothing to do but to represent the 
case to President Johnson, with the state- 
ment of the fact, duly avouched, that they 
have taken the prescribed oath of allegi- 
ance to the United States Government, 
and their places of worship will be 
promptly restored to the original and 
rightful owners . — Episcopal Methodist. 



exchanges may accommodate many of 
their readers by copying this statement. 

Lex. Gazette. 

The South Carolina College at Colum- 
bia will resume its exercises on the first 
of January next. The College library, as 
well as the private libraries of the offi- 
cers, escaped destruction. These were 
rare exceptions; nearly all such collec- 
tions in the city were either pillaged or 
destroyed. 



If Westminster 
held October 
Honorary Degree of 
Vandyke, 



Tha-Board of 
College, at thei 
16th, conferred tl 
DJ~>. upon the Rev. Henry J. 
of Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Rev. L. G. Barbour has removed from 
Lexington, Mo., to Lexington, Ky. Cor- 
respondents will please notice thechange. 

Rev. Wm. S- Palmer h^s been dimissed 
from the Presbytery of Burlington, to the 
Presbytery of Luzerne, P». 

The Rev. J. Homes Agnew, D. D., died 
of bilious fever in Peekskill, N Y., on 
Thursday last, aged sixty-one years. Dr. 
Agnew was a native of Pennsylvania, and 
has long been identified with the religious 
and literary operations of the Church and 
country. At the time of his decease he 
was editor of the Federal Monthly, the suc- 
cessor of the old Knickerbocker, and a mem- 
ber of the Fourth Presbytery of New 
York. 

At a meeting of the Board ot Trustees 
of Georgetown College recently held in 
Georgetown, Ky., Rev. Crawford, 

of Georgia, was appointed President of 
the College in place of Rev. D. R. Camp- 
bell, deceased. Rev. C. Lewis was ap- 
pointed to the Theological chair in the 
same Institution. 

The Episcopal Central Convention. — In 
the General Episcopal Convention at 
Philadelphia, on Saturday, Hon. Horace 
Binney introduced a resolution concur- 
ring in the resolution of the House of 
Bishops appointing a day of thanksgiving 
for the return of peace, and expressing 
the earnest desire that “in the religious 
services to be appointed for that day espe- 
cial thanks be offered to Almighty God 
for the re.establishment of the national 
authority over the whole country, and 
for the removal of that great occasion of 
national dissensions and estrangement 
to which our late troubles were due." — 
The resolution created quite a stir among 
the “conservatives-,” and was finally laid 
on the table. 

Central Presbytery of Philadelphia. 

— Among other public concern, 

the attention of ^^■■-bytery was di- 

morality and irrelifwn in this city ; and 
after a free interchange of views, appoint- 
ed a committee to confer with other evan- 
gelical denominations in our midst, and 
secure, if possible, by the awakening of a 
more healthful tone of public sentiment, 
and by a more rigid enforcement of exist- 
ing laws, the suppression of at least the 
more shocking forms of vice, and especi- 
ally of intemperance, incontinence, and 
Sabbath desecration. 

Fatal Accident to a Member of the 
Episcopal Convention. — The Rev. Lot 
Jones, D. D., a member of the Episcopal 
Convention in Philadelphia, fell from the 
steps of St. Luke’s Church, Thursday last 
and fractured his skull. He was remov- 
ed to No. 1602. Locust Street, where he 
djed in about two hours and a half. 



MARK I ED, 

In this city, ou Thursday evcnnig, Nov. 2d, 
by Rev. G. H. Rout, Rev. John C. Young, pas- 
tor of the Second Presbyterian Church, and 
Miss Euoexie T. Quigley, daughter of the late 
Thomas Quigley, Esq. 

In this city, on tho Ilth of Nov., 1865, by 
the Rev. Wm. T. MeElroy, Mr. Ebward F. 
Little, and Miss Lociza C. Robertson. 

Nov. Cth, by Rev. R. It. Smoot, at the resi- 
dence of the bride’s father, near BowliugGre’n, 
Ky., Ai.lf.n Faxon, Esq., of New York, and 
Mrs. Sallir Paluore, of Bowling Green, Ky. 

Nov. tbe 9th inst., at the residence of the 
bride’s lather, Wm. Ivendai, Esq., near Cole- 
mansvilie, by the Rev. F. G. Strahan, the Rev. 
W. H. Forstthb, and Mrs. Sara * 1noi.es, all 
of Harrison countv, Ky. 

“Thrice happy they whose hearts are ty’d, 
In love’s mysterious knot so close; 

No strife, no quarrels can divide. 

And only death, fell death can loose.” 



DIED, 

On the 13th Oct., at the residence of his moth- 
er’s, near Winchester, Ky., of consumption, Mr. 
Austin H. Price, aged 28 vesta. 

He survi ved the perils of the South, and came 
home to die the death of the righteous, “looking 
unto Jesus.” 

It becometh us to bow in unmurmuring sub- 
mission to the will of our Heavenly Father, who 
in this Providence has taken to himself a duti- 
ful son, an affectionate brother, an ornament in 
the Church, and a most promising member of 
society. “Even so Father, for it seemed good 
in thy sight.” S. W. W. 

Richmond, Va., papers please copy. 



DEPARTURE OF TRAINS. 

Louisville and Nashville Railroad. 

Nashville Passenger Train 7:00 A. lit. 

Lebanon Train 6:30 A. M. 

Bardstown Train 3:30P. M. 

Louisville and Franktort and Lexington 
and Frankfort Railroad. 

Expr as Train 6:00 A. M. 

•• “ 2:30 P. M. 

Accommodation Train 4:50 P. M. 

Louisville, New Albany and Chicago Rail 
road. 

Chicago Express .. 9:30 A. 51. 

St. Louis Night Express 9:20 A. 91. 

Jeffersonville Railroad. 

Cincinnati Express 2:30 P. M. 

St. Louis Express .t. 9:16 P. M. 



CARTERS ELEMENTS 

OF 

General History. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

From Professor Joseph Henry , LL. D. 

Dear Sir: — P ease accept my thanks for the 
copy of your “ Element a of General History.'* 
From a hasty examination, I think it will be 
found a very useful compend for the use of the 
teacher, and for recalling to the general reader, 
the prominent events of tho History of the 
World. 

With much respect, 1 am your ob’t serv’t, 

JOSEPH HENRY. 

Rev. Jonx P. Carte it, Md. Coll. Iu9t., Balto. 
From Rev. J. J. Bullock , D. D., Pastor Franklin 
St. Presbyterian Church , Baltimore, Md. 

I have examined with care tho Elements of 
General History, by the Rev. J. P. Carter, A. 
M., Principal Md. Coll. Inst., and I trike great 
pleasure in recommending it a3 a book of great 
value to Teachers and Pup>ls. I know of no 
work of tho kind equal to it as a text book for 
schools. J. J. BOLLOCK. 

From Professor H. S. Alexander , Principal Co- 
lumbia, {Pa.,) Classical and Military Institute. 

Rkv. J. P. Carter, Dear Sir : — After a care- 
ful and thorough examination of “Tho Ele- 
ments of General History, * I am fully con- 
vinced of its merits and advantages »r a text- 
book, and unhekitat nglv adopt it as sueli in my 
School. H. S. ALEXANDER. 

| From Rev. R. C. Galbraith Pastor Govanc Chan- 
el, Md. 

Rev. J. p. Carter, Dear Sir . — Having ex 
amiued your General His-ory wi.h care, 1 am 
I glad to sav, that I have at last found the book 
j I wanted. Brief, comprehensive, and acknowl- 
edging “ God in History,” it is in my view the 
best book tor the purpose 1 have ever seen. 

fours respectfully, 

R. C. GALBRAITH. 
From Rev. Joseph Smith, D. D., Greens bury, Pa. 

Rev .1. P. Carter, Dear Brother : — I am much 
gratified at the receipt of a copy of your “ Ele- 
ments of General History,” and sincerely thank 
you for it. **** Your valuble little volume 
has greatly aided me in reducing to order a 
mass of Historical matter, lying in my memory, 
in rather a coufussed chaotic state. Indeed, I 
think your “General History” will be found as 
useful and attractive to many middle aged aud 
old men, as to young people. I hope it will be 
favorably noticed, and commended to Schools 
Academies and Seminaries. 

Vcrv truly yours, 

JOSEPH SMITH. 

From Rev. A . B. Cross , Baltimore, Md. 

In my opinion, “ The Elements of General 
History,” by Rev. J. P. Carter, is the best book 
of the kind in the English Language. 

A. B. CROSS. 



The Season for Gifts. 

The year is drawing to a close, bringing with 
it the Holidays, a season of happiness and 
mirth ; when in accordance with an almost 
universal cu9tom y friend remembers friend with 
tributes and mementoes of esteem. 

Parental love and filial affection, also, how- 
ever hidden during the year, by the cares and 
business of life, does not fail to manifest itself at 
Christmas and New Years’ through the medium 
of appropriate presents. What, we ask, can be 
better adapted to this purpose than an interest- 
ing and valuble book ? 

The subscriber having been located in this 
city for a quarter of a century, has spared no 
pains to prepare himself for the coming season, 
by securing an unusually large assortment of 
books and libraries, suitable for Holiday Gifts, 
varying in price from lOcts. to $15; adapted to 
every age, from the child of three or four sum- 
mers, to the man of threescore years and ten. 

The limits of an advertisement are too nar- 
row to admit of specification. Catalogues, with 
prices annexed, will be sent gratis, when de- 
sired .* 

Bibles, Sunday- Mebool-AHd- Tract Depos- 
itory, and Children's Book Store. 

No. 2, Masonic Temple, Louisville, Ky. 

WM. II. BULKLEY. 

N. B. — Books may be sent by mail at trifling 
expense. 

Nov. 16, 3t 



MEDICAL COLLEGE OF OHIO. 

session 1865-6. 

Regular Lectures Commence Nov. 1st. 

FACULTY. 

GEORGE C. BLACKMAN, M. D., 
Professor of Principles and Practice of Surgery 
and Clinical Surgery. 

JAMES GRAHAM, M. D , 

Professor of the Theory and Practice of Medicine. 

M. B. WRIGHT, M.D., 

Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of Woman 
and Children. 

C. G. COMEGYS, M. D , 

Professor of the Institutes of Medicine and Clin- 
ical Medicine. 

THEOrHILUS PARVIN, M.D., 
Professor of Materia Mcdica and Therapeutics. 
W. H. GOBRECIIT, M. D., 

Professor of Anatomy. 

ROBERTS BARTHOLOW, M.D., 
Professor of Physics aad Medical Chemistry. 
SAMUEL NICKLES, M. D., 
Demonstrator of Anatomy. 

R. W. SAUNDERS, M. D., 

Prosector to Professor of Surgery. 

C. O. WRIGHT, M. D.,‘ 

Prosector to Professor of Anatomy. 
THEOPHILUS PARVIN, M. D., Dean. 
No. 137, Seventh Street, Cincinnati. 

J. J. McFadden, Janitor. Oct. 19. 



BELLS! 

MENEELY’S WEST TROY BELL 
FOU NOR 

[ESTABLISHED IN 1826.] 

1JELLS for Churches, Academies, Factories, 
O Ac. made of genuine Bell-metal (Copper 
and Tin,) mounted with Improved Patented 
Mountings, and warranted. Orders and enqui- 
ries addressed to the undersigned, will have 
prompt attention, and an illustrated catalogue 
sent free, upon application. 

E. A. Sc C. R. MENEELY, 
Sept. 7, 1865. West Troy, N. Y. 



S L A Y E R 1 , 

AS RECOGNIZED IN THE 

MOSAIC CIVIL LAW, 

Recognized also, and Allowed in the 

Abrahamic, Mosaic and Christian Church, 

Being one of a Series of Sabbath Evening Dis- 
courses on the Laws of Moses, 

BY REV. STUART ROBINSON. 

For sale by A. Davidson, 303 Third street, 
Louisville — Price 50 Cents. It will be sent by 
mail pre-paid, on receipt of the price. 



xt i n c , Of consumption, at the residence of her moth- 1 

lhe New Orleans Picayune, of the 28th ! C r, Mrs. Marv Siubbins, in Bowling Green, Ky., ' 
ult , gives the following in reference to '■ on the llthof Oct., Mrs. Martha Jane Jackson, 
the University of Mississippi : ! in the 32 1 year of her age. 

I The University of Mississippi, once under | This faithful servant of God, after a lingering 
thechargeof President Longstreet, and af- V 11 ' 1 l ,rotr ®ctrd illness, has at last entered upon 

j terward that of Professor Bernard, now i i a P “n ,n lnf f. nc 7- and reared . 

\ c r* \ u- A n vt v i e t0 womanhood under the excellent training of 

| of Columbia College, New \ ork, has re- j Presbyterian parents, she was a remarkable i 
I Burned its session with a full faculty, at | instance of th© fulfilment of covenant promises 



SHELBYVILLE 

Female ( ollege. 

HHIE NEXT SESSION of this INSTITUTION 
will commence on the first Monday of Sep- 
tf.mbkr, with a full Board of competent and 
successful teachers. The College Building, lo- 
cated in one of the most moral and intelligent 
communities in Kentucky, is a beautiful and 
convenient structure, with large and well ven- 
tilated rooms and ample halls, erected with 
special regard to the wants and conveniences 
of such an institution, and so healthy, that al- 
though the present Principal has been con- 
ducting the School for fourteen years, there 
have been few seriou < », and no fatal cases of 
sickness among the Boarding Punils. 

For particulars, apply at Shelbyville, Ky., 
to the Principal, 

Aug. 10. REV. D. T. STUART. 

dTc. heiskell, 

MERCHANT TAILOR, 

No. 569, Main-street, opposite the Galt 
House, 

LOUISVILLE, KY. 

March 23. -tf 



MOUNT WASHINGTON 
Mali* aud Female Academy. 

Rbv. J. W. Heaokx, Principal , 

Mrs. M. E. Heagkn, Assistant Principal, 
Miss Ten a Crum, Teacher of Instrumental 
and Vocal Music. 

Having removed from Cioverport, Kv., to 
Mt. Washington, the subscriber will open hie 
school for the reception of students, ou the 6r t 
Monday of September, 18C5, to continue for a 
session of twenty weeks. 

TERMS. 

Primary, one half in advance, $9 00 

Junior, 12 00 

Middle, 15 00 

Senior, 18 00 

Lutiu and Greek, Extra, • 4 00 

Lessons on Pian? per session, 23 00 

Use of Instrument, 5 00 

Mt. Washington is a pleasant, healthy town, 
situated on the Bardstown pike, twenty milee 
from the City of Louisville. The stage leaves 
Louisville every Tuesday, Thursday and Satur- 
day morning at 9 a. m., for Mt. Washington ar- 
riving there for dinner. A limited number of 
Students can be accommodated with the Prin 
cipal. 

Boarding, lights, fuel and washing, in house 

of Principal, 

Washing per dozen, 

Boarding can be obtained in good families in 
town, at very reasonable rates. 

SUnlepts will be charged from the time they 
enter, aod no deductions, unless incases ofpre 
tracted sickness. 

Boarding Students will supply their own 
toilet soap, to wels, blacking, Ac. Students will 
be expected to maintain an orderly deportment, 
otherwise, they will not be retained in school. 
For further particulars, address 

J. W. HEAGEN. 

Aug. 15th. Mt. Washington, Ky. 



Bdlewood Female Seminary. 

r FHE NEXT SESSION of this Institution, 
will open on Monday, the 4th of September. 
A few additional rooms have been erected since 
the close of the last session, so as to accommo- 
daie oil who may apply. The Principal will 
be assisted by six able and accomplished teach- 
ers in their respective departments. The situa- 
tion is retired, being wholly in the country, and 
yet accessible six times a day by Railroad. The 
course of study is thorough — the government 
mild but firm, and the facilities for an educa- 
tion both useful and ornamental, equal to anv 
in this region. For Catalogues containing 
terms, kc.., apply to the undersigned, at Hobbs’ 
Station, Jeflerson county, Ky. 

Aug. 10, 1865.— tf W. W. HILL. 



BARDSTOWN 

FEMALE ACADEMY. 

r UHE NEXT SESSION of th* BARDSTOWN 
FEMALE ACADEMY will open on tho 
Second Monday of September, and continue 
through a term of Forty Weeks. 

TERMS— REGULAR COURSE. 

Tuition and Board — including washing, 

lights, and fuel in private rooms $240 00 

Pens, Pencils, Ink ; and Fuel and Lights 

in public rooms, 4 00 

EXTRA COURSE. 

Charges for the Extra Course— As Music, 
Harp, Piano, Guitar; Ancient and Modern 
Languages; Drawing; Painting; Embroidery, 
See., are the same as are usual in Schools of 
equal rank. 

After an absence of only four years, I have 
returned to take charge of the Academy which 
has been under my direction for about fifteen 
yoars. Hence, I do not deem it necessary to 
restate here its course of study, and the par- 
ticular ideas by which its management is con- 
trolled. A brief statement of these points will 
be found in the Circular of the School for the 
coming session. Those desiring a Circular, or 
any further information, will please address 
me. J. V. COSBY, 

August 10, 1864.-tf Bardstown, Ky. 

SPRING AND SUMMER COURSE. 



UNIVERSITY DISPENSARY 



AND SCHOOL OF 



Practical Medicine and Surgery, 

Cor. 8tli Chestnut Sts.,— Louisville, Ky. 

This institution is designed to afford Medical 
Students opportunites for prosecuting their stu- 
dies in a thorough and systematic manner 
throughout their entire course. 

Young men wishing to engage in the study of 
Medicine will bo received as private pupils, di- 
rected in their studies and submitted to daliv 
examinations, accompanied by cxplanatord 
lectures, kc. They will have access throughout 
the year to the Medical Library, containing over 
five thousand volumes, and to the Museum of 
tho Medical Department of the University, with 
its splendid collection of Models, Chart*, nnd 
Anatomical preparations. The University Dis- 
pensary furnishes every desirable clinical ad- 
vantage. Students will here witness the exam- 
ination and treatment of all varieties of medical 
and surgical diseases, and as soon as they are 
sulficiently advanced, cases will be entrusted to 
their individual care. They will be taught the 
application of the bandage, afforded opportuni- 
ties for catheterizing, extracting teeth, using the 
spoculum uteri and ani, and performing many 
other operations in minor surgery. Especial 
pains will be taken to maintain an interesting 
obstetrical and female clinic, and one or more 
cases of labor will be assigned to each student 
during the year. As each member of tho class . 
will be called upon in turn to serve as apothe- ! 
rary to the institution, a thorough knowledge of ; 
Practical Pharmacy msy thus be acquired. 

Students will be required to furnish their own ! 
text books. 

Terms. — Regular Students, $100 a year or 
$12,50 per month. 

All payments must be made in advance, or 
note with good security given. 

T. P. SATTERWHITE, M. D. I 

July J. GOODMAN, M. D. 1 



Valuable and Interesting Books. 

Liinge’s Commentary on Matthew $5.01 

Chronicles of the Sehonberg-Cotta Family, 1.75 
Early Dawn, or Sketches of Christian Life 

in tho olden time, 1.76 

Diary of Mrs Kitty Trevylyan, 1.75 

God’s way of Holiness, by Itev. Horatias 

Bonar, 1.50 

Egypt’s Princes, by Rev. Gulian Lansing, 1.50 
History of the Reformation in the time of 

Calvin, by D’Aubigne, 3 vols., 6.00 

Last Times, by Seiss 1.50 

Prophet of Fire, by McDuff, 1.50 

Sunsets on Hebrew Mountains, 1.50 

Ustriarchal Shade - ,a. » ; y Winslow 1.25 

Human Sadnesp, by Madam Gasparin, 1.00 

J U VKNILRS. 

Abbott’s American Histories, 6 vols $6.00 

The Percy Family, 5 vols., 5.00 

Walter’s Tour in -the East, 4 vols, 4.00 

The Florence Stories, 6 vols, 6.00 

Arthur's Hon- Stories, 3 vols, 3.00 

Brighthope Series, 5 vols, 4.00 

_erie, 6 vols, 4.00 

, 6 vols 2.50 

Stories of old, B’ble Narratives for Young 
Children, by Caroline Hadley, 2 vols. 

each, 1.25 

The Night Cup S:<*rics, 6 vols, 6.00 

Aim well Stories, 6 vols, 6.00 

The Leslie Stories, 4 vols 4.00 

Mamma’s Talks with Charlie, 90 

For sale by A. DAVIDSON, 

303, Third Street, Louisville, Ky. 

Notice to Undertakers. 






x I F. take pleasure in announcing to the Un- 

* dertakers of Kentucky, Indiana, Ten- 
iic* *c*< , Arkansas, Mississippi, Alabama and 
Louisiana, thr.t in addition to our agency for 
the sale of 1. C. Shulers k Co’s justly celebrated, 
airtight, galvanized wrought iron Caskets and 
Cases, which for lightness, elegance of style 
aud richness of finish and chastness of mount- 
ing, excel all other burial Cases ever offered 
to the public; we have concluded an arrange- 
ment with W. M. Raymond k Co., of New 
York, whereby we. can supply undertakers in 
the above named 8tates with Caskets and Cases 
from th ir manufactory, at the current New 
York prices, with cost of transportation added; 
which is about 10 per cent less than any other 
Metal 1 ic Burial Case can be procured for. 
The Cases of W. M. Raymond k Company’s 
manufacture possess great advantages over any 
other cast metal Cases in neatness of finisn 
and in having a flange covering the cement 
joint entirely from view; thereby protecting 
the clot hing from the iujurious effects of the 
cement oozing out of the joint, which every 
undertaker knows is a great objection to the 
Metallic Casas in common use in ihis part of the 
country. With our present arrangements we 
can make it to the interest of Undertakers to 
purchase their Metallic Cases from us. We 
are the only house in the United States which 
can furnish the trade with the goods of both 
these celebrated manufacturers at such low 
prices. 

We hardly deem it necessarv at this day to 
notice the superiority of the Metallic Cases over 
any wooden dox that can bo made in imitation 
of them; in which the remains are floating in 
water after the first rain that falls after inter- 
ment, often for months, and in many instances 
for years, to say nothing of the decay of wood, 
which renders the removal of remains an im- 
possibility, should it become necessary. 

We also keep on hand a general assortment 
of wooden coffins, aud are prepared to attend 
all fuueral calls in city or country by day or 
night. 'KING k OWEN, 

South-east corner of Jefferson and Third 
streets, Louisville, Ky. 

March 9th, 1865. 



Ears and Valuable Books. 

The Complete Works of Rev. Ralph Ers- 

kine, 2 vols. Folio, $18.00 

Magee on the Atonement, 2 vols, 6.00 

Witsius on tho Covenants, 2 vols,- 4.00 

The same in 3 vols, 5.00 

Romainc’s complete Works, 8 vols, 8.00 

Hunter’s Sacred Biography, 6 vols, 6.00 

A Treatise on Christian Doctrine by John 

Milton, 5.00 

Observations on Various Passages of 
Scripture, by Rev. Thomas Harmer, 

4 vols, 8*50 

An Essay on the Doctrine of the Trinity, 

by Rev. James Kidd, A. M 2.60 

An exposition of the Prophet Ezekiel, by 

Rev. Wm. Greenhill, 7.50 

Analecta Theologica : A Critical Philogi- 
cal and Exegetical Commentary on 
the New Testament, adapted to the 
Greek Text, by Rev. William Trollope, 

2 vols, 

Contemplations on the Historical Pas- 
sages of the Old and New Testaments, 
by Joseph Hall, D. D., 3 vol. ^ mor,... 
Sermons on several important subjects 
connected with the Gospel of Christ, 
by Rev. Robert Lovett, A. B., Chap- 
lain to the British Embassy at Paris,... 

Works of Bishop Cranmer, 2 vols, 4.00 

Works of Bishop Jewell, 3 vols, 6.00 

Works of Thomas Becon. 3 vols, 6.00 

Works of Bishop Ridley, 1 vol, 1.50 

Wor ks of Bishop Coverdale, 1 vol, 1.50 

Works of Bishop Pilkington, 1 vol, 1.50 

Bullinger’s Decades, 1.60 

Zurich Letters — 2d Series, 

For Sale by A. DAVIDSON, 

Louisville, Ky 



5.00 



6.00 



2.00 



1.50 



THE OTHER SIDE. 

SEISS Sc WALLER REVIEWED. 

Pro-Miilennialism Tested from the Resur- 
rection stand point, The whole question in a 
nut shell. By R M. DUDLEY, 

Testimonials of its merits might be given 
from Rev. A. P. Williams, and others, of Mis- 
Biuiri; Rev. Dr. Howell, of Tennessee; “Free 
Christian Commonwealth; Rev’s H. McDonald, 
W. W. Gardiuer, and others, of Kentucky; but 
we will only produce one extract from tho late 
President of Georgetown College, the lamontod 
Rev. D. R. Campbell, L. L. D. 

“I have just received your pamphlet on “Pre- 
miilenialism.” And I write to say you have done 
your part exceedingly well. Your matter is 
’excellent. You ought to try and secure a wide 
circulation for it, Ac. Ac. 

D. R. CAMPBELL. 

Now ready — Price, single copy 25 cents, $2 
per dozen. For sale at the Baptist Book Store, 
on 4th st., and at A. Davidson’s, 303 3d st. 

Orders addressed to R. M. Dudley, 

P. O. Boxil68, Louisville, Ky. 

August 26-tf 



BRITISH PERIODICALS, 
VIZ: 

THE LONDON QUABTEKLY BEVIEW, (Oonsorrs- 

tive). 

THE tfDINBURGII REVIEW (Wbi*). 

THE WESTMINISTER REVIEW (Radial). 

THE NORTH BRITISH REVIEW (Free Church). 

AND 

BLACKWOOD’S EDINBURGH MAGAZINE (Tory), 

The American Publishers continue to reprint the 
above-named Periodicals, but as the cost of printing 
bus doubled, the price of paper nearly trebled, and 
taxes, duties, licenses, etc., Ursjly iucreaaeJ, they are 
compelled to advance their terms as follows ; 

TERMS FOR 1865 

Per anowr* . 

For any ono of tho Reviews $4 00 

For any two of tho Reviews 7 00 

For any throe of the Reviews 10 00 

For all four of the Reviews 12 00 

For Blackwood’s Magazine 4 00 

For Blackwood and one Boviow 7 00 

For Blackwood and any two of the ReviowslO 00 
For Blackwood and threo of the Reviews...l3 00 
For Blackwood aud the four Reviews 16 6o 

The works will be printed on a greitly improved quali - 
I ty of piper, and while nearly all American Periodicals 
iiV either a Ivanccd in price or reduced In size— and 
v rv generally both— wo shall continue to give faithftU 
: copies of all the matter coutained in tho original edi* 
i tions llt-nce, our present prices will bo fouud as cheap 
1 fi.r the ainoun of matter furnished, those of any 
of tho competing periodicale in this country. 

Compared with tho cost of the origiual editions, which 
at the present premium on gold woald be about 3100 a 
year, our prices (31 r >) are exceedingly low. Add t * this 
the fact that we makoour annual payments to the Brit, 
ish Publishers for early sheets and copy right in Qoldr— 
SI costing us at this time [Jan., 1865) nearly 32,50 in 
! currency — and we trust that in the ecalo we have 
adopted wo shall bo eutirely justified by our subscribers 
’ and the reading public. , , . 

The inten st of thes • Periodicals to American readers 
j„ rather iucrea*'-d th in diminished by the articles they 
contain mi our Civil !V«r, and though sometimes tiDged 
with prejudice, they may still, considering their groat 
ability and the different stand-points from which they 
are written, bo read and studied with advantage by the 
people of tb s country, ofovery creed aud party. 

THE FOUR REVIEWS FOR 1863. 

A few co’ ies of the above remain on hand, and will 
be sold at 35 for the whole four, or 32 for any one. 

We also publish 

THE FARMERS GUIDE 

By Heney Stephens, F. R. S . of Edinburgh, and the 

late J. P. Norton, of Yale College. 2 vol. Royal OcU 
vo, I GOO pages and numerous Eugravtngs. 

PRICE 37 for the two Volumes— bv Mail, post paid, 3k 

LEONARD SOOTT & CO. Publisher, 

No. 33 Walkergtraet, New Yof 




not yet taken the final plunge; that per- 
haps the great Head of the Church would 
help us to stem the torrent, and make 
safely fast to the shore, we uttered our 
“Declaration and Testimony.'' And, sir, 
we are to die for it; I much mistake these 
brethren if they will not die for it. No 
matter who penned it — no matter who 
proposed it, or published it — this is the 
origin of it We may be may mistaken — 
we. may be blinded, but that sir was truly 
the object and origin of this “Declaration 
and Testimony. ' 

****** 

It seemed to me that, in the argument 
which occupied the afternoon of yester- 
day, however the tone might be changed 
the tune was the same. Schism and se- 
cession and rebellion — rebellion, se- 
cession and schism. This movement 
is meant to divide the churches. Such is 
the; outcry rung in your ears. It has of- 
ten been said that history repeats itself, 
and I think it does ; at all events I think 
it is going to repeat itself now. The out- 
cry against the Act and Testimony of 
183S, was just as it is in the present in- 
stance. “Schism.” “schism,” “schism.” I 
hold in my hands a volume of pamplets 
containing “Letters addressed to the mem- 
bers of the Presbyterian Church under 
the care of the Synod of Kentucky.,” 
by my much esteemed friend and brbth- 
er, Dr. William L. Breckinridge, and is- 
sued (strange to say) at Danville in 1835. 
Its object was to defend the “Act and 
Testimony," and on the very forefront is 
a defence against this charge of schism. I 
wish you to see in what an outspoken, 
manly oldfashioned Presbyterian way he 
meets the charge against his Ttit'nr ->y, 
that it was the result of a conspiracy, the 
offspring of a caucus, and was intended to 
promote division in the Church. These charg- 
es came from diverse quarters, even from 
Princeton itself. As to the charge of 
“caucus,” the answer which he makes is 
that the meeting out of which the “Act 
and Testimony” grew, was a public, open 
meeting. And on this point let mesay that 
if it had been gotten up amongst a few, 
before public notice was given — if it had 
1 een gotten up by a “caucus,” if you please, 
in a cave amongst the hills of old Penn' 
sylvania, it would not have hurt the thing 
a bit, it; might havej been all the bet- 
ter, indeed, if the military had been abroad 
and on the hunt of these witnesses as in 
the days of Claverhouse, and there were 
danger lest their Act and Testimony 
would by strangled in its birth by the 
strong arm of military despotism. So that 
if it were true that our “Declaration and 
Testimony" had been prepared and 
signed in a secret caucus, there might be 
in these days of Martial Law, very good 
reasons for such a course, and this ought 
to give it all the more potency when it 
was known that the moment it saw the 
light its signers were liable to be seized 
by the strong hand of military power, 
upheld and encouraged perhaps by patri- 
otic ecclesiastics. 

As to the charge made against the au 
thors of the "Act and Testimony” that 
they designed to promote a division of 
the Church, here is the answer of Dr. 
Breckinridge: 

“ But if you call it schism honestly, and fer- 
vently to love the form of sound words which 
we have received, to pray and labor for the ex- 
tension ofour church upon rational and scriptu- 
ral principles, and to wish that they would be 
gone from her bosom who reject her doctrines, 
who have destroyed her peace, who have cor- 
rupted her purity and are retarding her pros- 
perity — then am I a schismatic — and as David 
replied to the scoffings of the daughter of that 
false hearted king who had corrupted Israel, ‘if 
this be vile, I will yet be more vile than thus.’ 

* * • * My opinion is that if the errors 
which prevail in our church be not driven out, 
it will be divided, it ought to be divided. * 

* * * Belioving like a good Republican, in 

the honesty ol the people, I trusted that this 
measure (Act and Testimony) so far from muli 
lating the body in those members which are 
uninjured or curable, would result, by the bless- 
ing of God, in the sloughing off of those parts 
alone, which were rotten beyond hope of re- 
covery. No, brethren, wo deprecate division. 
We are laboring to avert the necessity of such 
a measure. I confess that when I contemplate 
tho condition of our beloved church , . u some- 

times filled with despondency. But .uch mel- 
ancholy forebodings as often force themselves 
upon me, I wculd not indulge. * * ® I 
would trust first in God and then in you, that 
all will yet be well. • » • I would trust 

that our gracious Father, by tho instrumentali- 
ty of His neopie will save this branch of His 
church. But brethren, if so, you mu- examine 
this subjtct, you must see tho posture of affairs, 
you must feel the danger, and the remedy is at 
hand.” — Litter 1. 

“ It affords me no satisfaction lo behold such 
a mass of corruption. Would to God, that it 
oould not be found in all our borders. “ * 
But it is of no avail to close our eyes against the 
evils that abound, and that are thickening upon 
us. As well might the mariner stop his ears 
against the howling of the tempest and yet hope 
to be saved. As well might the trader shut his 
books and forget his impending bankruptcy, 
and yet hopo to prosper in his business. 

* * I believe it is yet in the power of the 
people, under God to save this beautiful and 
sacred fabric. Rally thon in earnest around tho 
truths which we all profess to love, but which 
so many have trampled in the dust. Lift up 
from their degredation and plant firmly where 
they ought to stand our dishonored and preci- 
ous standards. * * * * There have been 
glorious prospects opened before our church, but 
theso must all be blasted, and its hopo must 
perish, unless its purity be restored. We must 
come back to the standards which have been 
forsaken, and those who will not, who like the 
vagrant prophet, are wandering in some other 
track, and fleeing from God’s truth, must be 
seized in whatever step they may have sought 
a passage, and be hurled overboard, that thus 
they may hush the roarings of the storm, which 
theirown madness has gathered. Yes, brethren, 
Jonah’s delinquencies have invited tho storm, 
and Jonah’s punishment must appease it. We, 
(and I mean to include all of you who are 
sound) we who have been falsely accused as the 
authors of this uproar, have no right to permit 
the system of truth which we love, to be de- 
stroyed. We will become guilty only when we 
fold our hands and let the wanderer dream on, 
and let the jteautiful vessel perish. May God 
give us grace to quit ourselves like men?” — 
Letter II. 

Mr. Moderator: Let any candid man 
read this and compare it with what we 
have said in the Declaration, and then 
say upon his conscience whether the 
charge against us is not as utterly with- 
out foundation as it was against the gen 
tlemen in their day. Of course two such 
papers springing out of the necessities of 
the times and drawn by men living a gen- 
eration apart, would differ in phraseology 
and in the particular views expressed, ac- 
cording as the errors to be met and the 
circumstances and emergencies of the 
times might differ; but if their spirit and 
intent are not the same, then I do not 
understand in what language it could be 
expressed and am incapable of using it 
with accuracy. Sir, we accept and adopt 
substantially as our answer to the false 
accusation of schism and being the au- 
thors of this uproar, the answer of Dr. W. 
L. Breckinridge to the same charges 
made against those who prepared and 
published the “Act and Testimony” in 
1834. 

It is charged that this movement is in 
the interests of secession and the rebel- 
lion, though rebellion, and secession we 
are told are dead. Solomon says “ a liv- 
ing dog is better than a dead lion,” and I 
suppose upon that principle if we are 
acting in the interests of secession, we are 
the maddest fools that ever lived. Why, 
sir, the gentleman had better have 
brought in a motion that this Synod ask 
the court to institute an inquest of insani- 
ty in our behalf. He ought to have dealt 
with us as gently as with a sick man out 
of his head. There never was a thing 
more preposterous. Rebellion and seces- 
sion dead ! and we come in in this solemn 
way and at the time when we uttered 



this testimony, run the risk of a very sum- 
mary process to settle the question, and 
all, as the gentleman has said, for a dead 
and rotten thing. 1 can hardly tresspass 
upon your patience to argue the question 
after thatsbowing. But then this charge of 
being in the interest of rebellion, is an old 
charge, and again we see that history re- 
peats itself. The persecutions of God's 
people have almost uniformly been made 
just in this waj Brand a man as a here- 
tic, and then mix it up with the cry of se- 
dition, and the Provost Marshal’s guards 
will be available. Here is a book — Ruther- 
ford's Lex Rex — that was burned by the 
common hangman; its author was pursued 
unto his grave like a hunted sparrow; and 
yet here it stands the great repository, 
not merely of ecclesiastical liberty, but 
of the foundation pinciples of civil liberty. 
And, sir, why was he hunted? He was 
advocating the liberty of God's Church, 
and the Crown Rights of Jesus, and be- 
cause he advocated the liberty of God's 
Church he was pronounced seditious — 
and sedition in the gentleman’s vocabu- 
lary means secession. And what was his 
response to this charge? You shall hear 
it, and you may accept it as ours. 

“Who doubtetb, Christian reader, but inno- 
cency must be under the courtesy and mercy 
of malice, and th it it is a real martyrdom to be 
brought under the lawless inquisition of the 
bloodly tongue. Christ, the prophets, and apos- 
tles of our Lord, went toheavenwith the note of 
traitors, seditions men, and such as turned the 
world upside down ; calumnies of treason to 
Caesar were an ingredient in Christ’s cup, and 
therefore the author is the more willing to 
drink of that cup that touched His lips, who is 
our glorious Forerunner ; what if conscience to- 
war., G >d, and credit with men, cannot both go 
to hetlven with the saints, tho author is satisfied 
with the former companion, and is willing to 
dismi-s the o:her. Truth to Christ cannot be 
treason to CV-sar, and for his choice he judgeth 
truth to have a nearer relation to Christ Jesus, 
than tho transcendent and boundless power of 
a mortal prince. — Preface to Rutherford’s 
Lex Rex. 

Yes, Moderator, we are to go to jugd 
ment and execution at the hands of this 
Synod on the ground of our being seces- 
sionists, because we allege that Jesus 
Christ is sole King in His Church, and 
that Ctesar cannot touch his ark without 
bringing down his lightnings of wrath, 
and that Ctesar is the sole judge in his 
own kingdom, and the church cannot 
touch his rights without bringing Christ’s 
judgments upon her — and that is the 
principle this book maintains and defends 
in so masterly a manner that no answer 
could be found to it but the stake and 
the gibbet 

******* 

This Declaration and Testimony is ad- 
dressed to the ministers, Ruling Elders 
and members of the Presbyterian Church 
ofthe United States. It contains an intro- 
duction, it contains a declaration of facts 
it contains a statement of errors, it bears 
testimony against those errors, it assigns 
certain reasons for this testimony, it lays 
down principles which it affirms to be 
scriptural and fundamental, it seeks to 
arouse the church to a just sense of the 
ruin with which she is threatened, and it 
then proposes certain measures in order 
to eradicate the errors which are alleged 
to exist, and to maintain the principles 
which are affirmed to be according to the 
Word of God and the constitution of the 
Church. 

The introduction opens in these words : 

“ Beloved Brethren : — The occasion upon 
which we address you is one of no ordinary in- 
terest to the Church of our Lord Jesus. For 
several ; ears past that Church in this country 
has hem departing farther and farther from both 
the spirit and the plain letter of her commis- 
sion to ‘preach the Gospel to every creature,’ 
and her charter as a ‘Kingdom not of this world.’ 
Tho Presbyterian branch of the Church — that 
which we stand immediately connected with — 
for which our fathers labored, and suflVred and 
pjayed ; and wiuan doctrine mi l order we have 
loved above all things else on earib, sadly dis- 
appointing our most sanguine hopes, and recre- 
ant to her principles and ancient testimonies, 
has essayed to take the lead in this greivous de- 
parture from the faith and practice enjoined by 
her King and Head, and solemnly professed in 
her confession and catechisms and symbols. — 
Step by step she has gone away from the old 
paths, despite every warning and entreaty ad- 
dressed to her by those who have still remained 
faithful, until wc have reason to fear it will bo 
in vain to attempt to bring her back again to 
the way of truth from which she has depart- 
ed.” 

Thus in the very forefront of this docu- 
ment there stands, as you have heard, an 
expression of a feeling of attachment to the 
church universal, and to the Presbyterian 
Church in particular — which, unless it be 
assumed, as it does seem to me to have 
been assumed, that those who have made 
this declaration are hypocrites of the 
deepest and darkest dye, must show that 
at least we were acting under a profound 
attachment to the Church of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and to the church of our 
fathers. That it was a moment of pro< 
found interest to our Church, and that 
she had reached a point in her history of 
no ordinary importance, no one on the 
opposite side of the house, I presume, will 
at all call in question. And unless we are to 
be regarded as the most insincere of men, 
it must be admitted that in this move- 
ment we were actuated by a conviction 
of the iminent danger which threatened 
our Church, and a love for those princi- 
ples upon which she was founded and 
from which we believed she had grievous- 
ly departed. But to put this beyond all 
question, we go on to say farther: 

“It is, therefore, under a deep conviction of 
the imperative cail made upon us, to bear a 
clear and unequivocal testimony against this 
departure of tho Church from her ancient faith 
and order, that wo have drawn up and do now 
publish to the world thi3 solemn Declaration 
and Testimony, that so we may acquit ourselves 
of all complicity, with that subversion of the 
Law of Christ's Kingdom and surrender of the 
Crown Rights of Zion’s King, on account of 
which, the name and honor of our Lord are 
this day everywhere blasphemed. If we can 
do nothing more than clear ourselves from the 
guilt of so great a crime, we shall have thereby 
secured ourselves from a participation in its 
punishment. Yet by the blessing of God upon 
our effors in this behalf, we shall not despair 
of so rallying the faithful friends of a Pure and 
Free Church, around the Banner which God 
has given us ‘to be displayed because of the 
Truth,’ as to be able to defeat in great measure 
the schemes of tho3c, who seem by their acts 
to bo saying, concerning tho beautiful and holy 
tomple of our lathers, ‘Rase it, rase it even to 
the foundation thereof.’ ” 

Now, Mr. Moderator, this is a specimen 
of the manner in which we open up that 
Testimony, which you are told, has for its 
object to divide the Church. Here, is the 
first stone in the foundation of that form- 
idable fortress of schism and sedition, 
which it was represented to this Synod as 
about to be erected by the Louisville Pres- 
bytery, from which the Presbyterian 
Church might be assailed and her unity 
destroyed. But, sir, is the representation 
true? Has it even the shadow of truth 
to give it plausibilty or credence ? Most 
assuredly it has not. 

Having indicated the motives and aims 
by which we were governed in the adopt< 
ing and uttering of our Testimony, we 
proceed to specify the errors against which 
we feel constrained to bear witness. — 
And to what we have affirmed respecting 
these errors, the evidence of their wide- 
spead existence, their nature and the 
principles to which they are atagonistic, 

I solict a careful attention. For it is upon 
the validity or invalidity of what is here 
asserted on all these points, that the de~ 
cision of this whole question must rest, if 
that decision is to be according to truth, I 
and not the mere verdict of passion and 
prejudice. 

The first error which is alleged to ex- 
ist, and against which we testify, is “ the 



assumption on the part of the Courts of the 
Church of the right to decide questions „f ,N y 
policy." In proof of this assertion 
have cited you to documents duly auihen 
ticated — they have been laid upon your 
table, and some of them read in you 
hearing — the acts of Presbyteries, Synod - 
and General Assemblies. It would h«v 
been only too easy, had a little more time 
been allowed us, to have accumulated 
this evidence. But it seems to me enough 
has been given to satisfy this body upon 
that point 

In special and as conclusive proof o' 
the assumption charged, we have cited 
the first opening act of the General As 
sembly of our Church, the Spring Reso 
lutions of 1861. It is this act which lies 
at the foundation of all others, the germ, 
the proton pscudos of all those errors, 
which we complain of as having subse 
quently been endorsed, sanctioned and 
made law in the church by its Supreme 
Judicatory. And in this our judgment 
of that act, many then concurred who 
seem since to have become advocates of 
the same errors. In support of our views, 
we cite here from a protest against the 
passage of the Spring Resolutions, at the 
head of which stands the name of Dr. 
Hodge. We do not cite that paper be 
cause Dr. Hodge’s name is at the head of 
it; that is a mere accident. The proba 
bility is, that he wrote the original draft 
of that protest; and, when a man writes 
the original draft of a protest, it is usual 
for his name to stand at the head of it 
We cite it to show that the opinions held 
in 1861 by the 58 brethren who signed 
that protest d,rawn up and presented b 
Dr. Hodge, are precisely those which are 
set forth in this “ Declaration and Ter' i 
mony;" and that, instead of being tin- 
leaders in “rebellion” against the church 
(if this be rebellion,) these leaders an tici- 
pated us by five years, and some of these 
are brethren whom I believe are now on 
this floor. One of them, (Dr. W. C. Mat- 
thew*,) I understand to be in the attitude 
of an enemy to this “ Declaration and 
Testimony” because it is rebellious aga i n st 
the church. How will that gentleman 
meet his own protest? Will he condemn 
us in, 1865 for doing and saying « li.. i • 
did in 1861 ? 

In this declaration we say that the As 
sembly has “assumed” the right to de- 
cide questions of State policy. What do 
the protestants say ? They say “ that the 
Assembly does decide the political ques- 
tion, to what Government the allegiance 
of Presbyterians as citizens is due, is un 
deniable. This political question which 
agitates and divides the country, is not 
a question which this Assembly has a 
right to decide. This is a matter clearly 
beyond its jurisdiction.” “That the As- 
sembly does not only decide the political 
question referred to, but makes that de- 
cision a term of membership in our 
church is no less clear. In our judgment, 
in so doing they violate the constitution 
of the church and usurp the prerogative 
of its Divine Master.” Mark that! “ Usurp 
the prerogative of its Divine Master /” Mark 
well these pregnant words; let them fas- 
ten upon your memories, and sink down 
into your hearts Such are the utteran- 
ces of Drs. Hodge, and Backus, and Mat- 
thews, and Hawthorn, and Cheek, and 
Harbison, and their fellow protestants. 
And sir, what more have we said, what 
more could we say than this, that the As- 
sembly had decided questions of State 
policy, and by so doing had violated the 
constitution of the church, and usurped the 
prerogative of Jesus Christ her Head! 
Sir, is this a light thing to usurp Christ’s 
power and authority in His kingdom? Is 
it a small matter? Is it something that 
can be allowed to stand, and the church 
not be scathed and withered for it bv the., 
judgments of her offended Lord? What 
greater crime can we charge against the 
Pope of Rome himself, than this that he 
has usurped the prerogative of Christ? 
And yet this is the charge which was 
made by these brethren in 1861, for mere- 
ly reiterating which, they now arraign jus 
as rebels against the church and the State, 
and as acting in the interest of schism 
and secession. Nay more, this Synod is 
asked to declare the Presbytery of Lou- 
isville outlawed and outcast for testifying 
against that which, as you have heard in 
the record read, the Synod itself in 1861 
solemnly pronounced contrary to the 
constitution of the church and to the 
word of God! And all this was said right 
in the face of the General Assembly itself. 
Did the Assembly cite these brethren 
and say that they were unfit to sit any 
longer in the church courts ? Have they 
turned Dr. Hodge out of Princeton as a 
secessionist and schismatic? I have never 
heard of their doing any thing of the 
kind. * * * 

But did the General Assembly deny 
that it had undertaken to decide ques 
tions of State policy, as was, and is charg- 
ed against it? Not at all; the fact was 
admitted, and the right asserted, to de- 
cide such questions. The Assembly made 
answer to the protest of Dr. Hodge. It 
was said the other day, that a want of 
courtesy, or something to that effect, pre- 
vented our allowing this answer to be 
read just at that particular time. We had 
our own way in which we proposed to 
manage this matter, and we did not wish 
this answer read at that time, because we 
did not want to occupy the time of the 
Synod with that which we desired to 
bring forward in connection with the 
proof in support of our declaration of er- 
rors. 

I read now a few sentences from this 
answer: “ That the action of the Assem- 

bly has political as well as moral bearings 
is readily admitted.” * * “If ever there 
was an occasion when political questions 
rose into the sphere of morals and reli- 
gion, tho present circumstances of our 
beloved country are of that character.” 
* * “ The protestants deny the right of 
the General Assembly to decide to what 
Government the allegiance of Presbyte- 
rians as citizens is due. Strictly speaking, 
the Assembly has made no such decision. 
They have said nothing respecting the 
allegiance of the subjects of any foreigh 
power, or that of the members of our 
mission churches in India or China, or 
elsewhere, who may hold connection with 
our denomination. The action complain- 
ed of relates solely to American Presby- 
terians, citizens of these U. States.” * * 
“We regard the action against which 
these protests are levelled, simply as a 
faithful declaration by the Assembly, of 
Christian duty towards those in authori- 
ty over us; which adds nothing to the 
terms of communion already recognized. 
Surely the idea of the obligation of loyal- 
ty to our Federal Government is no new thing 
to Presbyterians.” 

Here then is a clear and explicit asser- 
tion of the right and duty to do all, and 
more than the framers of the protest 
alleged ; all that is charged in this Dec- 
laration. Here is a solemn enunciation that 
the Assembly has a right to decide to what 
government the allegiance of a citizen is 
humanly due, and to make her decision 
as to what constitutes loyalty authorita- 
tive as a condition of membership in the 
church. Nor, the right once claimed and 
conceded, is there any good reason why 
it should be limited to political affairs in 
the United States. The Assembly is as 
much bound to determine the question 
of allegiance for the members of the 
church in China, where a rebellion has 
been raging now for many years, as for 
our members in Kentucky or in Texas. 
Once this right admitted, and its applica- 
tion is unlimited as the world itself. All 



political questions have moral bearings. 
Reb- llion against the “powers that be,” 
in China, one of the oldest, longest es- 
tablished and most peaceable govern- 
iiV nts in the world, i3 not less a crime, 
ci Mainly, than rebellion against “the 
powers that be” yi America And why 
then clioukl not the Assembly refuse to 
“ recognize as good Presbyterians, men, 
whom with the approval of Christen- 
dom,” the Emperor of China “may soon 
\ execute as traitors ? ’ 

Moderator, I need not press this argu- 
ment further. Enough has been said to 
show that the richt we deny has been 
i cl limed in its broadest extent, and that 
the claim rests upon a tissue of fal- 
j lacies, which, if admitted as true, must 
change the whole character of our church. 

! Indeed, already has this claim been push- 
ed to such an extent that its recognition 
as legitimate, is to-day made a condition 
ot good standing in the ministry and el- 
dership ofthe Presbyterian Church. 

The second error against which we have 
borne our testimony is, that the church, as 
such , owes allegiance to human Rulers or Gov- 
ernments. Now, to show that we are still 
following, and not leading other breth- 
ren in the opinion that this erroneous 
doctrine lias been propagated in the 
church, 1 will read to you a paragraph 
I nun a protest presented in the Assembly 
ol A D. 1862, and admitted to record 
against the adoption by that body, of a 
| paper of R. v. R+.J. Breckinridge on the 
Slate of the Country. This Protest is 
rigned by A. P. Forman, C. D. Campbell, John 
[ L. M Kee, Henry R. Tunstall anil Jacob John- 
on. T I- is ir^Ahey say: 

1 : ■ i-lea si*Hw> underlie the paper adopt* 

1 >t, that the ohunaX iwcs allegiance to the State, 
i for it speaks of “ lovul Presbyteries and Syn- 
ods,” ‘‘loyal church,” Ac. The citizen owes 
allegiance lotho State, and is bound to uphold 
oud maintain the civil government; but the 
church, as such, awes allegiance only to the 
Lord Jesus Christ; his kingdom is the only 
kingdom she is bound to uph> Id — hence she 
can be loyal only to her own King.” 

Why it would seem almost as if the person 
who drew up this Declaration, had quoted from 
this very protest, !b- the language is as nearly 
identical as is the sentiment of the two utter- 
ances “ Allegiance or loyalty ,” says the Prcsby- 
! ‘*ry . “ in respect to human governments is alone 
predicable of persons as citizens ; the church 
owes her allegiance atone to Jesus Christ, who 
is sot. King in Zion." And this is tho -true 
doctrine. Those brethren said it in 1862, though 
some of them seen: unwilling to affirm it now 
in 1865. But what becomes now of the charge 
that what we declare is a novelty, when we 
are simply echoing the words of protest 
which were first uttered by brethren three years 
ago. We give them the tjpnor of it; we havo 

“ The church, as such^tc say — that is the 
congregation «f God’s elect people — elect out- 
wardly, and including the elect inwardly, con- 
stituting the whole Catholic Church, or any 
partiouiar portion of that church, “owes alle- 
giance, and allegiance can be predicated of it 
only with respect to the Lord Jesus Christ and 
his laws.” For instance, — to make it plain, if 
I can, for this is perhaps the most vital point of 
all — you cannot sr.y that the Chestnut Street 
Presbyterian Church owes allegiance to any 
human governmerit. Transfer its members to 
China, amid tho raging storm of revolution 
there, and they can sit down and worship the 
Lord Jesus Christ according to His command- 
ments, and do all (he acts oi a Church of Jesus 
Christ, and not utter one word in regard to 
which is right, whether the established govern- 
ment or those in rebellion against it, they could 
separate themselves totally from the whole 
question whether it bo a justifiable or an unjus- 
tifiable revolution. Upon any other principle, 
Christianity would have been stopped at the 
very threshhold ofthe nations of the world; for 
at the very outset its ministers encountered, all 
over the worid, revolution upon revolution, 
Kingdom against Kingdom, State against State, 
and people against people. The Apostles would 
have had to stop at the boundary of every pro- 
vince and kingdom, m order to settle first, the 
question whether tfie revolutions then going on 
were justifiable or not, and to determine the 
question of the allegiance of converts to Christ 
to the respective conflicting powers. You see 
at once that it would have worked havoc in 
the church then, and surely not less now. 

I would say here upon this point, that as I 
understand the matter, Jesus Christ, as a man, 
was never a citizen iu the proper technical, 
political sense of that term, in any country. 
He was a subject — not, as Paul was, a citizen of 
Rome, and having the right to appeal to Cfesar 
from the judgment of an inferior civil tribunal. 
1 suppose I am right,- for if Jesus had been 
a citizen, and Pilate had known this fact, (as 
the governor who sat judging Paul, know con- 
cerning the Apostle,] that Jesus was a Roman 
citizen, the rudo soldier who struck Him on the 
cheek with his mailed hand, would no more 
have ventured to do it, than he would have dar- 
ed to strike the Emperor himself. Nor would 
Pilate have dare : to command that He should 
be scourged. It is therefore, a profound mis- 
take to say that Jesus Christ paid tribute as a 
citizen to Ctesar. I ask for the proof, from any 
passage in the Gospels, that Christ ever paid 
tribute to any human government at all. I do 
not say that ho did not ; no doubt he would, if 
it hail been exacted of him. But the passage 
which is quoted top^ML that ho paid such 
tribute, relors to du-- to the temple 

A i the f^^^Brcc what passed 
in that colloquy betwc^^Rrist and Peter, and 
the collectors of the toniplc tribute, is inciden- 
tally a splendid argument for his deity. “Of 
whom do the kings of the earth, take custom or 
tribute ? of their own children, or of strangers? 
Peter saith unto him, of strangers. Jesus saith 
unto him, then are the children free. As if 
he had laid, “ I am the Son ol the Lord of the 
Temple ; I belong to the loyal household, and 
therefore, I am under no obligation to pay this 
tribute.” “ But lest wc offend them,” Ac.- — 
Now, then, you see to what this argument 
brings us. Is not Jesus Christ, so to speak, the 
embodiment in himself of the church of which 
he is tho head, and which is His body ? Is He 
not the Alpha and the Omega of it all ? And 
if in this character he owed no allegiance to any 
earthly Prince, and was a citizen of the world, 
as He was the Son of man, is it not a fair de- 
duction, a legitimate and even inevitable con- 
clusion, that the church which represents him 
and is his bride, stands in this respect, as inde- 
pendent, as docs her Lord and Husband? 

“ We testify against the sanction given 
by the Church to the perversion of the teach- 
ings of Christ and His Apostles, upon the sub 
ject of the duty -of Christians, as citizens, to “ ren- 
der to Ctesar the things that arc Casar’s,” and 
to “ be subject unto the higher powers." I expect- 
ed when we were about to enter upon this argu- 
ment, to be put to all my knowledge, and all 
that 1 could do in the matter, with the assis- 
tance of these brethren here, to get rid of an 
argument I had expected to hear made, to show 
that these Scriptures had not been perverted to 
any’sueh purpose; but I am happily relieved, 
Mr. Moderator, for it is conceded, as I under, 
stand, in the argument of the gentleman, (Dr. 
Breckinridge ) that the doctrine wo condemn 
is Ibe true doctrine, and that what we hold is 
the doctrine of anarchy. That our conception 
of civil government, as set forth in our inter- 
pretation of these passages of Scripture is sim- 
ply this, that the highest perfection of human 
government is anarchy. Well, sir, I have to 
say, that if our conception of human govern- 
ment is anarchy, it has remained for the jiaroy 
which the. gentleman represents to realize that 
idea. Wc hold the doctrine ; he holds the prac- 
tice. We have stated the problem ; he and his 
party have worked it out. God in His Provi- 
dence, lias not. given us the power to attain our 
conception of civil government. But He has 
permitted these gsutlemcn, and those with 
whom they are associated in Church and State, 
to accomplish that which, according to the 
statement we have conceived. God kindly di- 
vides the labors of this world ; Tie permits one 
to initiate an idea, and another to work it out in 
actual life. Sir, as I have been accustomed to 
view it, the highest perfection of anarchy is Mar- 
tial Law. I regret that I am under tho neces- 
sity, by the very state of the case, of so fre- 
quently — too frequently, perhaps in the judg- 
ment of some— repeating that unpleasant ex- 
pression, but a3 1 wa3 saying, I concur with 
what I understand to be the opinion of some 
of the wisest jurists of the present and of the 
past, whose writings I have had opportunity to 
consult, and who hold that Martial Law is the 
end of all law. It is lawlessness embodied iu 
the lowest commander of a corporal’s guard, 
and in the Chief Magistrate who has buckled on 
his sword and put onhis crown and helmet. If I 
am mistaken in this opinion, it will requireothers 
than the pary represented on the ot her side of the 
house, to set me right. Their dicta has no au- 



thority with me on that subject, until they pro- 
duce something from those who have been, not 
the advocates of despotism, but the advocates 
of those ideas of human liberty, which are em- 
bodied in our natural conceptions, and confirm- 
ed, as far as God’s word teaches upon the sub- 
ject, in tho rights and liberty which he ha3 
given to His Church. Until there shall be ad- 
duced from some such source something to 
controvert our views, I must be pardoned, if I 
do not bow down to the statements, assertions 
and sophistries of those who falsely accuse us 
of maintaining principles of anarchy, when 
they themselves are really the subverters both 
in principle and practice, of all law and liberty; 
as has already been shown, and as I shall yet 
more fully prove. 

* * * • # • * 

[We are compelled for want of space to omit 
the remaining portion of Dr. Wilson’s argument 
on this point, and also on the doctrine of provi- 
dence, the relation of tho Church to the State 
and their mutual independence, Ac., Ac. But as 
it is intended to have tho whole of this impor 
tant speech published in pamphlet form, our 
readers will have the opportunity of seeing the 
whole together, and in such a form as will be 
convenient for preservation and reference. We 
give the concluding remarks of the speaker. — 
Eds.] 

The action we propose is in terms, much of it, 
precisely the action proposed in the “Act and 
Testimony” of 1815. We say first, “That we 
refuse to give our support to ministers, elders, 
agents, editors, teachers, or to those who are in 
any other capacity engaged in religious instruc- 
tion or effort, who hold the preceding or simi- 
lar heresies.” Said the “Act and Testimony” 
of 1835: “That we refuse to give countenance 

(they went further than we do) to ministers, 
elders, agents, editors, teachers, or to those who 
are in any other capacity engaged in religious 
instruction or effort who hold the preceding or 
si: i lar heresies.’’ Was not that practical 
schism? And yet, did not the gentlemen who 
regret this “Act and Testimony” in 1835, all 
over the land, protest that they did not intend 
to divide tho church, but that their intention 
was to reform her, and that if they were cut off 
they would do substantially what we say we 
will do if we are compelled to go out? 

We propose a convention. Mr. McMillan in 
his “complaint” lays great stress upon that, as 
has also been done by the gentleman who has 
spoken in defense of both the complaint and 
his own psper. Wc propose a convention. 
Well, what for? Why, say they at once, to di- 
vide the church 1 Is this so? Hear the lan- 
guage and judge. We do earnestly recommend 

that on the day of , A. D. 1865 — (we 

do not fix any time except that it should be in 
1865, and we were not at all tenacious of that) 

— “a convention be held in the city of , 

composed of all such Ministers and Ruling el- 
ders as may. concur in tho views and sentiments 
of this testimony, to deliberate and consult on 
the present state of our church, and to adopt 
such further measures as may seem best suitod 
to restore her prostrated Standards, and vindi- 
cate the purs and peaceful religion of Jesus, 
from the reproach wnich has been brought upou 
it, through the faithlessness and corruption sf 
its ministers and professors.” Now, read and 
compare this: “We do earnestly recommend 
that on the second Thursday of May, 1835, a 
convention be held in the city of Pittsburgh, to 
be composed of two delegates, a minister and a 
ruling elder from each of the Presbyteries, or 
from the minority of any Presbytery who may 
concur in the sentiments of this “Act and Tes- 
timony, te deliberate and consult on the pre- 
sent state of our church, and to adopt such 
measures as may be best suited to restore our 
prostrated standards.” When from Princeton 
went forth tho cry, “These men are going to 
meet to control the General Assembly of the 
church; they are going to sit by the side of that 
Assembly,” a venerable signer of this “Act 
and Testimony” said “Wedon’t mean to sit be 
side it, we will sit before it.” Bat, air, that 
meant division and schism, unless that which 
those men intended first to attempt to “restore 
the prostrated standards of the church,” had 
been accomplished. Things had not gone so 
far then as they have gone with us, by a great 
deal. There was no tach state of things then 
as thare is now. The Assembly had not formal- 
ly endorsed, ns she has now endorsed by explic- 
it acts and by setting up as terms of member- 
ship in the church, the doctrines and errors 
against which those venerable fathers and 
brethren — many of them now gone to glory — 
protested. No, sir, not half so far. As a yauth, 

1 was familiar with this thing in my father’s 
house. There I saw many — many a solemn 
meeting, of those who were consulting over “tho 
prostrated standards of the church,” and pray- 
ing and pleading that God would save the ark 
of the covenant These men knew, that unless 
tho dhe party abandoned their course, the other 
party must go out- Iu that day tha truth tri- 
umphed; and whether right or wrong, by the 
agency of him, who now would apply the axe 
to us, there were cut off whale Presbyteries and 
Synods and the church was divided. But we 
do not want division. Como back to us, coma 
back to us brethren upon the foundation of tha 
Apostles and Prophets, and we will bury all the 
past; we will forget all bygones, and we will 
embrace iu fraternal affection. We will never 
say one word about the evil that we think you 
have done; but we will go on with you, to 
preach tho everlasting Gospel, and save the 
life of our dying nation, by applying to it the 
“balm of Gilead.” But if you meet us thus, Jf 
you respond to us as is proposed in this rosolu 
tion, we will gather about us" those that prefer 
truth to a mere fictitious union. We will gath- 
er about us those who love the truth more than 
they love any man after the flesh. We will 
gatifer about us those in the North and East 
ami South and West, who agree with us in this 
truth which we hold dearer than life, and with 
tears over those who have compelled us to part 
with them, we will go out! Now, sir, that is 
what wc mean; that is what you mean — you 
know it. 

Now, Moderator, I will draw to a conclusion. 
We have beea taunted with being a little band 
— a little bandl Well, sir, bo it so. I remem- 
ber that there was but one outspoken prophet 
in Israel, for seven thousand hidden ones that 
had not bowed the knee to Baal. I remember 
that when he confronted Ahab, Ahab said, 
“Art thou he that troubleth Israel,” and I re- 
collect the response and the triumph. Ire- 
member in ancient lore, the day when Greece, 
with all her beauty and splendor and liberty, 
was threatened to be blottod out by the iron 
‘read of the haughty Asiatic, snd I remember 
that a little band of three hundred, standing in 
the straits of Thermopylae, leaving the faint 
hearted to depart, with heroic calmness, said, 
“Wo will be the sacrifice for our country,” and 
true to their word, they battled and battled un- 
til every man of them died in a baptism of 
blood. But the cause lived. I remember, eir, 
when three hundred, who would not stoop to 
drink but lapped with the tongue, stood be- 
tween Israel and the Midianitcs, and with 
pitchers and lamps conquered. I remember 
these and the thousand other illustrious dead 
that have stood in the breach in the day of 
trial — Yes! stood between the ark of tho cove- 
nant and those who would lay profane hauds 
upon it. And, sir, dying they triumphed! And 
if it be necessary to lay our bodies in the breach 
— if it be necessary lhat we, in a baptism of 
blood, a little band, sfiould thus attempt to res- 
cue, and be blest in rescuing our beloved 
church, the ark of God as committed to us, 
then let the sacrifice be made; we will die a 
little band. 

But we have been asked “Have theso gentle- 
men worked miracles?” No, sir, wo have not. 
“Are these gentlemen inspired?” No, sir, we 
are not. “Have these gentlemen ever raised 
the dead?” No, sir, we have never raised the 
dead. But, sir, we ask in return, have these 
gentlemen raised the dead? I have heard that 
they could kill; or at least that they could 
hound others on to kill, but I have never heard 
that they raised any of the dead. Are they in- 
spired, sir? I have tried to get at their inspire 
tion, in their reviews, in their newspapers, in 
their memorials and in their speeches ; and 
what sort of inspiration is it? Have these gen- 
tlemen wrought miracles? Aye I miracles, sir, 
of destruction. I most fervently and conscien- 
tously believe it, that these and such like, have 
wrought miracles of destruction to the hopes of 
our country — to the hopes of our Church — to tho 
hopes of the black man, sir, above all othora — 
and to the hopes of the world ; and unless 
God will work miracles of deliverance from the 
hands of these Egyptian necromancers and ma- 
gicians, we are ruined as a country — we are 
ruined as a Church. 

Moderator and brethren, I have done. With 
such ability as God has given me; with the im- 
perfections of my nature, but with honesty 
of purpose, and the love which I bear to my 
Church, my country, and my Master, urging 
me forword to do that, which I would rather 
commit to the hands of those better able to 
do it, I have endeavored in your presence to 
lift up tho standard of truth and righteousness, 
and to ask you to rally around it — to ask you, 
before you close these sessions, to lift it up so 
high and to display it so clearly, that it shall 
be seen from all parts of the land ; to ask you, 
imitating the example of that other branch of 



tho Church, our Episcopal brethren, with the 
venerable Bishop Hopkins, so happily as it 
seems to me, at its nead at this important 
moment, to hold out the olive branch to our 
brethren in the South. The olive branch is 
what I plead for in tho late General Assembly. 
When the Stanton memorial was presented I 
voted alone against even entertaining it, and 
entered my dissent against referring itto a Com- 
mittee. When, in the form of an ordinance 
brought in by the chairman of the Committee 
on Bills and Overtures, it was adopted by the 
Assembly, I with others, “a little band,” enter- 
ed our solemn protest against it. When its 
principles, sublimated and embodied is the sin- 
gle resolution, which set the Board of Domestic 
Missions over the Presbyteries, Church Ses- 
sions, Churches, Synods and Assembly itself — 
to set in judgement upon the loyalty, the 
doctrines, and sympathies of ministers and 
members — when that was under discussion, I 
earnestly opposed its passage. 1 said I would 
never — never obey or enforce it. I said, “Breth- 
ren do not this thing.” 

Well, sir, they have done it, and now, as tho 
last hope of a bleeding Church, we here, upon 
the border, in this State which has sacrificed so 
much for her lovo of the country our fathers be- 
queathed us — we who rtand here between the 
North and the South, belonging naturally to the 
South, but unwilling to be separated from tho 
North — we who stand here, in our relations to 
both parts ofthe Church, something like the ven- 
erable bishop I have named, in the Episcopal 
Church, in this day of trial ; we can extend our 
hands in fraternal entreaty to both. We can 
drop the sword — we can say to the General As- 
sembly, “If our brethren must perish, we can- 
not, we will not be your executioners.” Yes, 
brethren, if the General Assembly must find 
executioners for these Christians in the South, 
they must, I think, find them somewhere else 
than in the good old State of Kentucky, and in 
the venerable Synod called by that name. At 
least they must I am sure, find executioners 
somewhere else than in the Louisville Presbyte- 
ry. But what you can do, what we ask you to do, 
is to say to those of our brethren in the South, 
who hold these principles of a pure and free 
Presbyterianism, “come with us and we will do 
you good.” To say to those ofour brethren in the 
North who stand by the same principles, “come 
with us and wo will do you good.” It is in the 
cause of unity ; it is in the cause of peace upon 
the foundations of the truth in Jesus, that we 
have endeavored to act. The war is over is the 
State. Ctesar is satisfied. He is holding out his 
bands, to those who are regarded as having lift- 
ed their hands, with paricidal purposs, against 
the life of the nation — whether rightly so judged 
or not I cannot say — I may not judge. But how- 
ever this may be, Ctesar is satisfied. 0 1 breth- 
ren, are not you satisfied? Will you not join 
us in the principles of this testimony ? Will 
you not with us lift up this standard, and under 
it go forward in the foatsteps of our Prophet, 
Priest and King, and leave Csesar to do his work 
while we do ours ? 

Moderator, in the name of the Presbytery, 
which I have thus been called to represent, I 
thank you for the patience with which you have 
heard these remarks. We may perhaps find it 
necessary to say a word in explanation, but 
otherwise we design to say nothing more here 
after. ^ 



For tbs Free Christian Commonwealth. 

The Synod of Pittsburgh. 

The Synod of Pittsburgh metatSalts- 
burgh, Oct. 17th, 1865. The usual Syn- 
odical business was transacted in the 
usual way. 

A sermon was preached by Dr. How 
ard, on “The Freedmen." Consider 
ing the antecedents of the preacher, the 
discourse was remarkably free from po- 
litical disquisitions and offensive lan 
guage. 

A sermon was preached by Dr. Rid- 
dle, on “The elements of Christian Life 
and the proper Means of their Develop- 
ment.” The discourse was able and in- 
teresting, and, no doubt, adapted to do 
good. 

On WedtflajiK evening, the Synod 
held a “ ConiertThce.” The subject cho- 
sen for the occasion was, “The Condition 
aud Wants of the Country.” On for- 
mer occasions of this kind, a general in-’ 
vitation was given to the members, and 
men spoke, or kept silence, according to 
their own volition. But on this occa- 
sion, speakers were named by tho Mod- 
erator, and the speeches appeared to 
have been “cut and dry" in advance. 
Perhaps it was feared that some disloyal 
man might venture to say a word. Sev- 
eral ofthe speeches began by a vehement 
denunciation of the rebellion. One old 
gentleman, however, made a short, but 
earnest and impressive speech in favor 
of extending Christian sympathy and 
friendship to the people of the South. 
Not one of the speakers, I believe, made 
the slightest allusion to the “plan of 
re construction” adopted by the Gener- 
al Assembly. 

On Thursday night, another Confer- 
ence was held. The subject selected for 
remark was, “ Sabbath Schools and Bi- 
ble Classes, and the Religious Education 
of the Young.” Many interesting and 
usoful remarks were made. The closing 
speech was made by an Elder, who in- 
sisted that the labors of the faithful 
teacher wouid be crowned with success. 
One of the speakers, however, tried to 
mystify us by stating, and repeating the 
statement, that “ our brave young sol- 
diers had periled tiieir lives in defense 
of religious liberty." 

From the tone of tho religious papers, 
and from the roceut action of Presbyte- 
ries and other Synods, it appeared cer- 
tain that strong resolutions condemning 
the course of Dr. Hodge, and approving 
the course of the General Assembly in 
its treatment of Southern ministers, 
churches and people, would be passed 
by the great, orthodox, loyal Synod of 
Pittsburgh. But, wonderful to tell, not 
a resolution was offered, not a word was 
spoken, in support of the General As- 
sembly, and of its politics and policy. 
What caused the failure? As the Synod 
approached the close of its sessions, and 
it became doubtful whether any resolu- 
tions in support of the Assembly would 
be offered, the writer, meeting leaders 
of the. Church and State party, said — 
“Gentlemen, what is the matter? Why 
do you not censure Dr. Hodge ? Why 
do you not endorse the action of the 
General Assembly ?” The replies were 
not satisfactory. Some of the gentle- 
men, indeed, said, “ The General Assem- 
bly needs no endorsement.” But we felt 
certain that this answer did not contain 
the reason why the Synod failed to make 
the demonstration so generally expected. 
My opinion is, the Synod was afraid to 
move — afraid, not so much, perhaps, of 
arguments that might have been looked 
for, as of a minority vote. Members of | 



the Synod had often boasted ofthe unsn 
imity of the church in i>s suppor the 
Government" and the Assembly. But, 
discovering, as wc suppose, that an op 
position” much stronger than that which 
existed last year, was organized and 
ready for action, and believing that the 
resistance and votes even of a small 
minority, would damage the character 
and influence of their great, patriotic 
body, they determined to do nothing 

The readers of the Commonwealth 
may feel assured that the Synod of Pitts- 
burgh contains some ministers — ten or 
twelve, possibly more, while the churc h- 
es contain many elders and a great num- 
ber of people, who are not “ in cordial 
sympathy with the General Assembly 
in its testimony on doctrine, loyalty, and 
freedom.” 

The writer begins to feel a little more 
hopeful respecting a re union of North- 
ern and Southern Presbyterian Church- 
es. Perhaps the re construction plan of 
the Assembly, as well as the oath io- 
quired of the clergy in Missouri, if uot 
formally revoked, will speedily become 
dead letter. Of course, if the policy 
of the Assembly remains unaltered, and Jfl 
is actually carried out in practice, the 
re-uuion of Northern and Southern Pi 
byterians is an impossibility. 

Penn 



Missionary Work Needed.— The 
most painful aspect of the manifests 
tions made by the radical press again-: 
the Episcopal General Council at Phil 
adelphia,isthe utter obliviousness sho rn 
as to the nature of the work whieh the 
church undertakes to do. The heathen 
of Central Africa appear not more 
densaly ignorant of the sublime spiritu 
tl “issues” which engage its attention, 
to the exclusion of secular question-., 
however interesting to political socie 
ties, political journals, or even to states- 
men. 

Is this a manifestation of real ignor- 
ance or of infidelity? The question is a 
serious one. The time has arrived when 
men can consider it calmly. It long 
ago arrived and passed when they ought 
to have considered it and settled it. it 
has been one of the most terrible effeeis 
of the war, that in the mad excitements 
of human contest, all sight has bet n 
lost of the highest subjects which con- 
cern men. There may be those who 
sneer at this idea. There are doubtle-- 
many who, from long habit of thought, 
fail to see the great injury done to the 
church and the cause of religion by the 
political exsitements of the past f • w 
years. But this is a good time for sober 
thought. It is a time when it does not 
seem very cl ar, even to enthusiasts, 
that religion consists in supporting the 
President, and irteligion in opposing 
him. The men who a litile while ago 
believed in preaching loyalty on Sun 
days, are now willing to listen to the 
idea that loyalty is not. Christianity, and 
that patriotism is not one of the Christ 
i n virtues. Men’s ideas are very much 
afloat about duty toward the Adminis- 
tration, and it is therefore possible now 
for them to dissever leligion from poli- 
tics. The Pope sometime agoissued au 
Encyclical which was deuouuced with 
great severity, because of its opposition 
to the general principles of liberty of 
conscience which have prevailed for so 
many years in the west of Europe and 
on our own soil. But the Pope was 
true to the traditions of his church, un- 
derstood very clearly the :ources of his 
power, and did a very wise thing, from 
an ultra Catholic point of view, in issu- 
ing just such a paper. It was the em 
bodiment of the very spirit which has 
made the Church of Rome so powerful 
for centuries, and it is by the revival of 
the old traditions, and their power 
alone, that the temporal and spiritual 
power of Rome can be preserved, if they 
can be preserved at nil. Singularly 
enough, the tendency of the democrat 
ic churches of America has been toward 
a despotism of precisely the same kind, 
and the spirit of the Encyclical is the 
spirit of the political-religion which has 
taken the place of Christianity in many 
of our churches. The union of church 
and state necessarily leads to this. The 
desire of the enthusiasts to extend their 
doctrines by the aid of the temporal 
powers tends, in a popular government, 
to a union of religion and politics. 
We have seen the unhappy results in 
our own country, it has debased the 
church in some instances to the vilest 
uses of demagogues, and has led to the 
melancholy state of affairs now visible 
in many of the large church bodies, 
where politicians contend for power as 
ardently as in the outer world. 

It is time to pause. It is time for 
clergy and laity to look solemnly on the 
strange mixture of religion and worldly 
polities which now occupies so much of 
the church, aud drives so many from 
the doors of the house which should be 
the house of God . — Journal of Com- 



Cure for a Foul Mouth. — When 
the encampment was near their home, 
little Stephen loved to go with his fath- 
er, who was an officer, to see the tents, 
the drill, and to hear the music. He 
was much about the camp, and learned 
even to beat a tattoo upon the drum. — 
One day the General came up and used 
some very profane word. The child 
knew the language was wicked, and said 
to the General, “Sir, it is wrong to use 
such words as you do.” 

After a little while the Geueral swore 
again. “ Oh, sir,” said the little one, 
“it would not do for you to be my mam- 
mas little boy.” “ Why not, my chap?” 
“ Because, sir, if she should hear you 
say wicked words, she wouid wash your 
mouth out with soap and charcoal." 

We hope the General profited by this 
reproof, and we hope the little boy may 
grow up to manhood without ever soiling 
his mouth with profane or irreverent 
words. Well may every one of us pray with 
the psalmist, “Letthe wordsof my mouth 
and the meditation of my heart, be ac- 
ceptable in thy sight, O Lord.” 

Evil communications corrupt good 
manners. 



